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Abstract

This thesis closely examinelyd®&nd Canadi :
decisions and combat actiotigringthe urban battle foOrtona in December 1943.
Ortona stands among the most famous historical cases of urban warfare that have been
harvested for Issonsanddoctrinal formulas for modern armiegxisting histories
reveal how tlk storyis oftensimplified into glimpse®f its most dramaticnomentshat
are seldom croseferencedr connecedchronologically. This study links the tangled
nest of dranatic stories in time and spacerévealthe chain ohistoricalcause and
consequenceAdditionally, this studyconsiders hovgeography, force compositipn
weapons systems, and the presence of substantial numbers of Italian alilians
factored in theutcome Thethesis follows2" Canadian Infantr8r i g a d-®-day day
struggl e through Or hovtheyatempsedoringpese ardeton under

whathas historically been labelled elsaos
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List of Abbreviations, Acronyms and Definitions

2 CIB: 2" Canadian Infantry Brigade. At its core were three infantry battalions from
three regiments: the Loyal Edmonton Regiment (the "Loyal Eddies" or "the
Edmontons"), the Seaforths Highlanders of Canada (the "Seaforths") and Princess
Patricia's Canadian Lighmfantry (the "Patricia's" or "PPCLI").

2 PPCLI: 2nd battalion, Princess Patricia's Canadian Light Infantry.

3 PPCLI: 3rd battalion, Princess Patricia's Canadian Light Infantry.

AD: Air defence.

AMGOT: Allied Military Government of th®ccupied Territories. A mixed branch of
Allied officers and soldiers whose task it was to reinstall a temporary government
and financial structure in an area just after the removal of the Germans or Italian
fascists from that area. They were to also ®gupplies, relief and maintenance
for destitute civilians.

AT: Anti-tank.

Battalion: an infantry unit made up of approximately 500 to 1,200 soldiers at any given
time. The numbers fluctuate based on the number of casualties incurred,
reinforcements@ming into the unit, soldiers departing for courses and tasks etc.
An infantry battalion has three to four companies within it.

Battery: an artillery unit made up of two to three Troops.

Brigade: a combined arms unit made up of many combat arms, ceenbiae units and
combat service & support units, numbers fluctuating from 2,500 to 5,000 soldiers.
A brigade may have several infantry battalions and several armoured, artillery and
engineer regiments within it.

CBC: Canadian Broadcasting Corporation.

CFB: Canadian Forces Base.

CMHQ: Canadian Military Headquarters.

CO: Commanding Officer.

Company: An infantry unit made up of approximately 100 to 120 soldiers. An infantry
company is composed of a headquarters and three platoons.

Coy: Shortformfot he wor d ACompany. 0

CTCC: Combat Team Commanders Course.

DHH: Directorate of History and Heritage. The DHH is a-dapartment within the
DND.

Division: A combined arms unit made up of many combat arms, combat service units
and combat service & suppamits, numbers fluctuating from 15,000 to 20,000
soldiers.

DND: Department of National Defence.

DSO: Distinguished Service Order.

FIBUA: Fighting In BuiltUp Areas.

Gunner : The Artill erybés equivalent of a P

HQ: Headquarters.

IDCCC: Infantry Dsmounted Company Commanders Course.

KIA: Killed in Action.

LAC: Library and Archives Canada.

LER: Loyal Edmonton Regiment.



MIA: Missing in Action.

MG: Machine Gun (English) dvlaschinengewehiGerman)

MP (German)Maschinenpistole.

PAK: Panzerabwehrkanona type of German ant@nk gun.

PIAT: Projector, Infantry, AntTank. An antitank weapon used by British and
Commonwealth forceguring the Second World War (193945)
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Platoon: An infantry unit made up of approximately 30 to 35 soldiers. A platoon is
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PPCLI : Pr i nc eigndighPlafantryi ci ads Canad

Private: In an infantry unit, the lowest ranking soldier.
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Infantry Divison.

Section: In an infantry or engineer unit, a section is composed of eight to ten soldiers.

SHC: Seaforth Highlanders of Gada.

SITREP: Situation Report. A report passed through the @fasommand discussing
any given situation in general.
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TNT: Trinitrotoluene, a type aéxplosive.
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I ntroduction

Canadian Forces Bas&Vainwright, Alberta, November 2017

AA military unprepar eabroddepectrunr ban oper ati
is unprepared for tomorrow. o

i MajorRal ph Peters, AOudt Soldiers, Thei

The commandingofficer (CO) of 3 BattalionPr i ncess Patriciafds |
Infantry (3 PPCLI) directed hiBravo and Charlie companiegsymberingabout 100
soldiers each, to move out at 0430 hours to rendezvous withungubom the
battali on6s r e cpmpatoonanitiefra negoeldjdinftheraactc e o ¢c k y
Fordo urban operations training village by
companiesvould join a mechanized company from 2 PPQhkludingLight Armoured
Vehicle armoured personnel carriers anstjuadron of nineenfiLeopard main battle
tanks from Lord Str at hc dogethérsheyhvere tsordudt Ro y a |
atrainingattack on the village itselfDespite thevitter cold deepsnow heavy
rucksackslayers of clothing, headlampselmetsandbaring thewveight ofweapons
ammunition and watethe two companies worked their way throughdpen
countryside othe Canadian Forces Base (CPBinwright training areand along the
Battle Rivertowards Rocky Forduite well Both companies wered by @aptains who
werestudents on the Infantry Dismounted Company Commanders Course (IDCCC)
being assessed in their respective roksother student company commantet the

mechanized company as part of the Combat Team Commanders Course (CTCC).

1 Major RalphPetersii Our Sol di e r Paramelets:dliSr Arngy WariCellsge Quarterly, Spring
1996(Carlisle: United States Army War College, 1996), p. 43.



Abouta kilometrenorthof the village, the recce patrolmen linked up with the two
acting company commanderdtheir junior leadersand took them to a piece of high
ground where they could see the villdge f | e a doeTwas instruetorgagged
along,assessing each stude@nce on the high ground, one of the recce pawolm
pointed off in the distance to the rooftops of RoEkyd village barelyvisible above the
forest in front of it. The student company commandas&ed good questions acquire
more information about therbanoperationthey were about to condydiutwerealways
met with Al donbét arveealtloy akshktheteides the CGi. Yoo u 6 | |
meetingtheecces ol di er st ated fAYouodl I need to movce
village and | i nk uingoffisotnawhetelinghe distancender e, 0 p o
offering the most informatiothathe could provide that morning. When asked by one
of the student company commanders if the recce patroivoatd guidethe assault
companiegorwardto the link up point, thbewildereds o | di er rlewadtheed fino.
least effective backbrighatl, asalong timelDCCC instructor and professional soldier,
had ever withessddom a reconnaissance uniily fellow instructor, Major Jeff Gill,
looked at me quizzicallgs our smallcommandyroup returned to link up with their
companieand commentediThereva s n 6t much i nf o tWhydd. 0
we need the leaders recce? What good is it to look at the tops of buildings a kilometre
away, and then be told to walk around to the other side of the vilager owr? There
was nothing that reccelsiter said that will help set up thesteidenttommander$or
succes®

An hour later, he two companies linked up with the CO about-bnedred

metres south dRocky Ford The sound of gunfire and explosiarmounced

Company s e nt rwilage. @thevCamablian soldiers playing the enemy force had

2



been waiting for theiattacking forceo enterit. OnceC Companywas safely

entrenchedn the first set of buildingB Co mp a n y 0 weretdirededimpcsa

building on the south side of thdlage and from that point on, all | withessed was mass
chaos.

Troopsbunched ugpoth inside and outside buildings. If the building had been
clearedof the enemy previous|yhe compangqueezeeverysoldierinto that building,
filling it solid, 10 to20 troops to a roomln somehallwaysthe troopsstoodshoulderto-
shouldey perhaps thinking themselves safe indodfshe enemy hagrepared
explosive device® blow on commandr if they opened fire withocket propelled
grenads or other heavy weapons, the results would be catastrophic.

Thenextgroup of soldierassembledutsidethe newly cleared buildindut due
to no room insidetheygatheedin the street behindSome40 to 50 troopstood
shouterto-shouldey six uneverranksdeepand sandwiched between two buildings,
waiting to be told what to do. At one point, | counted over 20 radio antennas in one
group of troops outside a buildin@nerocket propelled grenadeund or burst of
machine gun firevould have dropped dozentbodies

The CO of 3 PPCLIstood in tle centre ofhat largestreet mobghatting up the
soldiers and occasionally giving directions over the ratfithatwashe doing there?

He wanted to be in on the action, instead of controlling the battle fmmenand post
(CP) further away Yes, certinly, a commandemustbe seen by the troops, but the
fluidity of an urban battlevhere the enemgansuddenly appeanywheremakes that
risky for commandersLeades must be closep enough talirectthe battle, but back far
enoughto avoidgeting shot. However,the CO of 3 PPCLIappearedoo busy trying to

look warrior-like, swaggeing in front of his troops.



His Regimental Sergeaiajor performedno better, repeatediypovingthe
battalioncasualty collection point as the battle progressedigirahe village.All he
had to do was pick a suitaddeilding andstay there.There was a need for him to be
moving hiscasualty collection pointApparently hetoowanted tdbe in on andgee the
action As a result, s companysergeantnajorscontinually ran frustratedlground the
entire town looking for the &gimental SergeaiM a j obattalisncasualty collection
point, notknowing where to bring their mockasualtie®

Human beings are inherently lazy, and there was oeption with regards to
professionatroops. As a course instructorwalked freelyaroundthe villageand |
couldtell every building that was occupied by friendly troops becatiseerifle and
machine gun barrelgestingon window sills clearlyvisible tothet r a i enempgn i
neighbouringouildings Theassault troopalsooften stooddeadcentrein window
frames, making themselvesasilyvisible from theoutside My friend and fellow
instructorMajor Larry Sandforddecidedto grip the mesandbegan teaching lessorthe
hard way Heapproackda soldier making himself an obvious target arahded him
fwounded in action,creatng a casualtyor his company to evacuaté&hatfirst
A wo u ngsbldieraperatech | a r dgsenerél E@pmse Mame Gun perched with
thebarrel sticking out of the windowyhile the young lacdhadalsoforgotten to turn his
headlamp offmarking abright shiny white light rightn his forehead He was the
perfect target because he could be clearly séeh.t er b e i nthe sdideolaidn d e d 0
down on the floor of the buildingOne of his matesecognizdthe importance of the
machine guras a keyweaponsystem in the platogmiutifully took it over andoromptly
returned it to the sameindowsill andkneeleddeadcentre of the window framehis

time at least without a lit headlamparry made him a casualty tpand then théhird



soldierwho took the same weapon in the same pasttry keptfidropping guys until
finally, | pointed out what was happeningny student company commandéte
immediately ran to tell hisompany sergeamajor, who promptly told all théroopsto
moveback from the windows and adopt proper fire possiback far enough so that
theycould seeenemy personnéh other buildingdut were not making themselves
targets

Throughout the battldeinfantry armoured personnel carrieasd Leopard
tanksadvancednto the villagewithoutinfantry supportparking in the middle of strest
or beside buildingthey understootiad been cleareaf the enemy However other
buildings across the street had heen clearedffering theenemy clear shots at the
armoured vehiclesOther armouredehiclesparkedtwo-to-three right beside each
other, so close you could just step across from one hull to anétiRru s si ans i n Gr
anyone?0 | . Casallians nevaryds anything so foolish in Ortona in $943.
The vehiclesnust movelike the troops, behind cover. Sure, there was some infantry
protectioni all the troops in the buildings providing overwaicthe same troopgead:
target$ standing in the middle of the window frames, sticking their barrels out the
windows. The Americans in Aachen, October 1944, ensured thelisused sidestreets
afterthdr infantry cleaed the surroundingtructuresand they parked the vehicles at the
corners of buildings, rolling out just enough to use their cannons, then pulling back, all

the while ensuring good commicationwith thedismounted troops regardiegemy

2 The Russians had done this during thidattle of Grozny in December 1995 and paid for it dearly when
Checlen rebels fired large amounts of rocket propelled grenades at the large grouping of vehicles out in the open.
LieutenantColonel (Retired) Louis A. DiMarcd&;oncrete Hell: Urban Warfare from Stalingrad to IréQxford:

Osprey Publishing, 2012), p. 166; izetment of National Defence (Canad&)GL-322007/FR001 Unique
Operations- Urban (Kingston: Army Publishing Office, 2006), p. 19.



locationsto minimize how much time the vehicleas exposed. The Canadians in

Ortonalikewise alwaysensured their supporting tanks had infantry and engineer

protection as they fought through the town
| saw nosnipers being employed duringdfexercise Not because they wese

clever as to be hidden, but because nobody had thought about employing them

first place History has made famous howigers are critical in an urban operations

battle Nobody had a plan to deal widmemy snipersither, a surefire wayto kill the

momentum of clearing an urban ar&nce friendly troops start dropping defaoim an

unseen shooter amongst thentakes a lot of courage and persuasion for soldiers to

continue moving forward.

After the training exerciseadcompleted, | had mnixed reactioras to how these
Canadian soldiers had performaddwasnotentirelys ur pri sed by It he day
hadlong been concerndtiat Canadian troogeday havepoor urban operatiorskills,
butl did not realize until that day that we were absoluédtpcious For years | had
been studyingnd teachingirban operationat the Tactics School at CFB Gagetoand
understoodhat most Canadian soldidrad not been taughnddid not understanthe
complexitiesof this uniquetype of operation. However, the level of amateurishness |
had just witnessed was appallingvery soldier, from the lowest rank of Private up to
the high rank of Lieutenar@@olonel, had demonstrated a horrendign®rance of the
basicsof urbanwarfare Although Canadians had becoingernationalsubject matter
experts in urban fightinduring the 143 battle of Ortonaduringthe Second World War

(19391945) that knowledge and interest has I@igceevaporated.

3 DiMarco, Concrete Hellp. 60.



This thesiclosely examineg™Canadi an | nf a roy-daydecBions gade 6
and combat actiorthatcharacterizedhe Ortonaurban battle in December 1943.
Existing historical literature reeak how this complex story has been simplified into a
set of often repeated glimpses of dramatic parts of the battle thsldosncross
referencecr conneceéd chronologically. This sidy untanglethe nest of dramatic
stories of individual heroism and trageatydlinks them in time and space to better
understand the chain of cause and consequence and to the routine patterns of modern
combinedarms warfaren late1943. That last element resulted in shedding some light
onthe intricaciesthe questions of how, when amty this battle unfolded as it did a
military context Additionally, this study investigates key factors that influenced choices
mademainly by the Canadian Armgnd theirGerman opponesjalbeit to a lesser
extert for the lattergiven the balance aesourcesvailable These include geography,
the force composition and weapons systems employed by both sides, and the presence of
substantial numbers of Italian civilians in nearly every corner of the urban battlefield.
These factors were importaatthe participantbefore, during and after the battle, and
henceare just as importamd recall when reflecting on the historical significance of this
action over 75 years latemhus, this thesisloselyfollows 2" Canadian Infantry
Bri gaaymdayst r uggl e t hr o utgbette@ndé¢ersiandsod theyst r eet s
made choices to imposeme order on what appeared to be chaos and ultimately to
highlight how this Canadian force systematically solved the problem of waging the
Canadi an Ar my 6 s-quartesurbanfbattiaihe studycchrefudlyere
examines available primary evideringhe form of war diaries and aftaction reports
recorded in 1943 by participating Canadian ymitsluding the coordinating’?

Canadian Infantr8rigadeheadquarters and supporting arms. These were then cross

7



checked againgtyewitness testimonies collected by historignthe years afterwards.
This painstaking effort revealed several anomalies and conflicts between accounts, some
of which have been resolved in the chapters below and others flagigedesolution of
solving these anomalies helps to clarify the course of decision, action and consequence
on the battlefield establishing some degree of clarity where chaos reigned.

The ations of both forces involved at Ortona sometimes demonstrated key
characteristics of modern urban operations doctrine, makisgeexaminatiorof
events thergaluablefot oday o6s pr of es s Canvemtibnalvaifatei t ar y f c
tacticsagainst a negoeer enemy impen countrysideasremained largely constant
since the end dhe Second World War (193845). Urban operations, however, adds a
complexity due tahe numbeand density
of buildingswhich create @hree
dimensional environmerihat necessitate
employingdifferent planning and tactics
to ensure success. Ortahareforestands

among other famous historical cases that

have been harvested fleissonsand

Photo: Tanks from the Three Rivers Regime
and dismounted Canadian infantry, Orténa. answers that shaped urban warfare

doctrinal formulagor modern armiesin
December 194" Canadian InfantrBrigadelearnedfirsthandat Ortonahat urban
warfare takes more than infantry to wiim the end they won the day with a combined

arms approach that made use of every type of combat arm and all the supporting

4 Canada At Warwww.canadaatwar.ca (website).



services.Success in urban operations is a team e#iod winning teamsiust

understand its complexities, challenges and appreptaatic. Today gproximately

75% of the wor !l do seinprbgn envienmest a figaredprojeetedt | y
to increase to approximately 84%ageneratiot? This modern reality and the

increased uses of urban spaces by insurgent forces make it highly likely that future
military forces will be ordered to wage war in urban areas, thus highlighting the value of
seeking wisdom from the padduring the battle ©Ortona the Canadiartemonstrated

a capacity tdearn swiftlyto synchronize theipeople and available equipment and to
applyand innovate sensibtacticsthat ultimately defeated a powerful opponent

defending a strategically important urban spatiee Canadian 1943 learning and
innovation culture is wah looking back tant o d &£gnadsan Armyand indeed for

any student of history interested in understanding how hurgamizations collectively

met and overcame the challenges of their time.

5 Operations in the Urban EnvironmedtFM Volume 2, Part 5 (Britain: British Army doctrinal publication,
2016), p. 1.



Chapter 11 Battle of Ortona: A Historiography

Much ink has been spilled in the English language about the Battle of Ortona in
December 1943. From the 1940s to the 1960s, some extremely capable historians, many
of them veterans, Canadian Armiédrces official historians or eyewitnesses to the
dramatic action established a strong foundation of knowledge, evidence and key
guestions about the battle that became the core upon which later generations built on.
That initial body of work was followeddm the 1970s until the end of the century by a
second and widely varied wave of research and writing, and lastly by the most recent
wave of | argely popul ar work, feeding off
touched off by the major 80and 60" anniversary commemorative activitieshe work
that followed in the late 2Bearly 2F centuries rejuvenated interest in Ortona. Most if
not all historians include the early and ridécember battles for tidoro River and
i Te Gullyptogether with tk late December fighting within the town itself as part of a
month long uniquely Canadian campaign along the Adriatic coast of Ealg. thesis
and thus this historiography strictly focus on sources that discussed combat operations
within Ortona 2627 December 1943.

Building the Foundation (19431969): War Diaries, Official and Regimental
Histories

Historians were fortunate that by 1943 the Canadian Army had established a
thorough historical and lessons learned data capture process, building frome@he G
War (19141918) experienceFormations and units were ordered to keep war diaries
capturing key details, figures, locations, times, dates, and pebpéewar diaries 02"
Canadian Infantry Brigade aride regiments involved in the Ortobattle were

particularly well kept and provide the maridence basis for all historical writing about

10



it. The level of detail withireach unidiary varies but taken together they constitute an
invaluable source about the dmyday flow of the battlet

Thewar diary program generated much of the primary evidence needed by the
Canadian Army Historical Section to prepare Official Histories in the first decade after
the war. These thorough, collaborative histories set the standard in the field and defined
thekey questions others would consider in the decades afterwards. Titerttsbn
came from the LCanadian Infantry Division Historical Officer who was present at
Ortona.Captain J.A. Porteused unit and formation war diaries, intelligence summaries,
media reports and interviews gathered during or just after the war to pGapaadian
Military Headquarters Report #1608perations of 1 Cdn Inf Div and 1 Cdn Armd Bde in
Italy, 25 Nov 43 4 Jan 44’ Porter effectively wrote the first substantial historical
account of the event as part of the Canadian Army's official history prageamias to
become the basis for the Historical Sectio
The Canadian Army 1939945: An Official Historical Summaityy Colonel C.P. Stacey
published in 1948. This preliminamwplumeof theofficial seriesincludedthe entire
campaign and thus could rsgendmuch spacen every single event St aceyods
discussion of the fighting tandaround Ortonaakes up onlywo-anda-half pages

total? St aceyds preliminary volume was foll owe

6 Headquarters 2 Canadian Infantry Brigade, Active Service Force War Diaries, December 1943, Library and
Archives Canada (hereafter abbreviated as HQ 2 CIB WD); llEgradonton Regiment, Active Service Force War
Diaries 1943/09.944/06, R&4-C-3, Volume 15114, 28 December 1943, Library and Archives Canada (LAC)
(hereafter abbreviated as LER WD); Seaforth Highlanders of Canada, Active Service Force War Diaries31943/01
December, R&4-C-3, Volume 15256, Library and Archives Canada (LAC) (hereafter abbreviated as SHC WD).
Three Rivers Regiment, Active Service Force War Diaries, 1948/Mecember, Library and Archives Canada
(LAC) (hereafter abbreviated as TRR WD).

7 CaptainJ.A. Porter,Department of National DefendBirectorate of History and Heritage, Canadian
Military Headquarters reports 1940948, issue #1650perations of 1 Cdn Inf Div and 1 Cdn Armd Bde in Italy, 25
Nov 43- 4 Jan 44. http://www.cmpcpm.forces.gc.ca/dhtthp/his/reprap/doc/cmhg/CMHEL65.pdf.,27 November
1946.,pp.803. Thi s wi | | b BNDrDélfl EMHQepbrts19d401%48&® fi hr oughout t he t hesi

8 Colonel C.P. Stacefl;he Canadian Army 1938945: An Official Historical SummarfDttawa: The King's
Printer, 1948), pp. 12124
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http://www.cmp-cpm.forces.gc.ca/dhh-dhp/his/rep-rap/cmhqrd-drqgmc-eng.asp?txtType=2&RfId=165
http://www.cmp-cpm.forces.gc.ca/dhh-dhp/his/rep-rap/cmhqrd-drqgmc-eng.asp?txtType=2&RfId=165
http://www.cmp-cpm.forces.gc.ca/dhh-dhp/his/rep-rap/cmhqrd-drqgmc-eng.asp?txtType=2&RfId=165

reaching multivolumeOfficial History of the Canadian Army in the Second World War
TheentireVolume 2: The Canadians in Italguthored by.ieutenantColonel G.W.L.
Nicholsoncovers the Canadian experience from Sicily in 1943 through to the last
actionsin the Po Valley in 1945This volumebuilds on theCMHQ repors, including
#165produced byPorter and othdmistorical officersattached to units in the field
Nicholsontherefore wrote at the head of a large teamrtiede extensive use of both
German and Canadian unit war diarigbied documentsindividual accounts from
personnel involved in the battle, historical reports, intelligence summaries, newspaper
reports ad lessons learned documents. More importantly, Nicholson's workaefime
compressethe CMHQ report draftsNicholson's finished product added significantly
to Porter's preliminary research on eventaridaround Ortona in December 1943s
a reslt Porterand Nicholson's groungreakingresearch became central references for
themajority of follow~on historianécontributiongo the history of Ortona. Another
component to the Official History project wiaed Whitcombe and Blair Gilmourkhe
Pictorial History of Canada’'s Army Overseas 19B¥5 includingphotosshot by
official photographers travelling with units during the war. The volume indlude
fourteenpages oflramaticphotos on Ortona i&df, some of which became famous and
often reusedh latter histories, whil®thesisthat have rarely been published sidte

Three more resources that helped solidify the foundational history of Ortona were
the regimental histories of the two infantry units and the corps history for the Royal

Canadian Enigeers that participated in the fight, all commissioned by unit and branch

9 LieutenantColonel G.W.L. NicholsonQfficial History of the Canadian Army in ticond World War
Volume 2: The Canadians in ltg@ttawa: Queen's Printer and Controller of Stationary, 1956), pe3324

10 Fred Whitcombe and Blair GilmouFhe Pictorial History of Canada's Army Overseas 19945
(Montreal: Whitcombe, Gilmour ando., 1947), pp. 16215. | ensured to include the rarely seen photos in this
thesis.
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veterans associationé City at War: The Loyal Edmonton Regiment (3 PP@iltl}ten

by LieutenariColonel (Retired) G.R. Stevens also followed a similar line of inquiry
establishedby Porter and Nicholson, but focused especially orfitlogal Eddies) their
weapons tactics and their soldiers' individual accomplishments in thie-day fight.
Regimental histories have mandates to record the unique experience of their surviving
members and to promote knowledge and pride within those who serve iuitiigse

after the war.Stevens blends individual company accomplishments along with those
individual, daring actions that allowed for theyal Eddies to defeat the Germahs
Reginald Roy'§ he Seaforth Highlanders of Canada, 191965achieves the same

intent, blending individual companies/platoons and their actions/perseverance with
stories of individual soldiers and their accomplishments, extensively using records from
i He Seaforth® archives and personal interviews with personnel who participatbe in
battle. Roy candidly admits that the remainder of the chapter is a descriptive montage in
which actions are taken out of sequence due to the urban fighting being cgnfusing
complex and relatively new for the SeaforthsThe most important contribion for

both is the inclusion of more veterans voices and perspectives based on interview
testimony and letters about those two infantry battalidriee History of the Corps of

Royal Canadian Engineers, Volumei&cusses this branch just before, during and just

after the Second World War, with the majority of the details obviously focused on the

11 G.R.StevensA City at War: The Loyal Edmonton Regiment (3 PPCE#monton:Edmonton Regiment
Associates/Charters Publishing Company, 1964), pp2820

12 Reginald H.Roy, The Seaforth Highlanders of Canada, 199B5(Vancouver: Evergreen Press, 1969),
pp. 257278.
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war i tself. T he eproper areonmly disbussediiftwor t s i n
paragraphs?

Overall, the official andommissioned unit studies published shortly after the war
built a foundation of understanding about the urban battle in Ortdmawar diaries,
official histories, and the regimental histories introduced specific issues and questions
that shaped how lat historians would add to the discussion. In the latter part of the
20th century the story of Ortona grew as other contributions from a number of different
sources deepened historical knowledge of the event. Each new contributor added a
unique perspecte and/or analysis and broadened the range of inquiry into the subject.

Building the Structure (1946-1999):
Evewitness Accounts, Individual Research Projects, General Histories

The body of historical writing about Ortona was especially enrichesbloyers,
journalists and a weknown Canadian war artist who were immersed in or close to the
action and added their eyewitness observations to the rééo@imadian Press
correspondent Robert Ross Munro was one of the first to publish a book on his
experiences covering the war@auntlet to Overlord: The Story of the Canadian Army
His three pages on Ortona capture highlights of the battle much like a newspaper
article!® Canadian war artist Major Charles Comfort's experiences in recording the war
through painting and sketches is detailed in his own Bab&t at War Comfort was
not only a visual artist but a talented creative writer as wdter overhearing the battle

from south of the town and discussing it with survivors, he wrote alnoesicp

13 Colonel A.J. Kerry and Major W.A. McDillThe History of The Corps of Royal Canadian Engineers
(Ottawa/Toronto: Thorn Press, 1966), pp9-160.
14 1n keeping with the format of this historiography, the resources are discussed in chronological order.

15 RossMunro, Gauntlet to Overlord: The Story of the Canadian Afifigronto: The MacMillian Company
of Canada Limited, 1946), pp. 4869.

14

Or t



descriptions of the violence which are vivid and moving. Comfort's main occupation as
an official war artist resulted in several Orteggecific paintings contained in the
official history and his own bookThese images constitute a visually striki
representative record of the Canadian urban combat experience and the destruction
within the townt®
The Loyal Eddies and Seaforths conducted the main infantry fight in Ortona,
however the ? Canadian Infantry Brigade to which they belonged contained a third
infantry battalion, Princess Patricia's Canadian Light Infariiijne Patricia@were
heavily engaged during the fighting at #ero river andThe Gully earlier in the month
andthusddpoyed as the brigadeds firm b%ase and
Canadian I nfantry Brigade operating to the
They were not dispatched to take over the urban fight uBilezember 1943 after the
Germansad withdrawrt! Personal accounts of what the Patricias were doing during
that time are not very well known. However, T.J. Allen recounts his experiences at
Ortona in aMaclean'smagazine article entitled "The Guns of Christmas" when he
joined the Patdias as a platoon commander the day before Christmas 1943, and to have
a Patricia at Ortona during the fight provides a unique perspégtiveaddition to the
sol diersd voi ces c aRedaders Rgesiublisheduarsubstantiali st or i e
two-volume compilation based on Second World War articles anéwargburnalism.
The series includes dapter entitledOrtona: little Stalingradin The Canadians at

War 1939/45, Volume 2ising the existing narrative but relied multiple, lengthy

16 CharlesComfort, Artist at War(Toronto: The Ryerson Press, 1956)). The striking paintings that are
Ortonaspecificand a coupl e of Comf or t Geincluded thrbughautthistlesie at i ve wr it

17 porter,DND DHH CMHQ reports 1940948 p. 90, para. 259.

18T J.Allen, "The Guns of ChristmasMaclLean'smagazine, 14 December 1964, pp-25and 49%61.
http://archive.macleans.ca/article/1964/12/148hesof-christmas
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eyewitness statemerftom soldiers and journalists who participated in several key
eventsof the battle makingit a valued work on the fighting within the tovh

After the first wave of official, regimental and eyewitness accounts in the 1950s
and1960snot much new was produced about the battle for several decadesinTihen,
1990s, a number of historians, participants, authors and educators came forward in a
new wave of interest, some of which was tied to the 1993aB@iversary.In the early
199Gs the British Defence Film Library produced a thpagt series on urban operations
as part of their professional development progr&nghting in Built Up Areas 1939
1945, Part 2, Ortonas a 30minute video discussing and-eaacting Second World
War basic infantry tactics in the urban environment. The documentary features the
urban battle of Ortona through interviews with several veteran Canadian officEns.
film includes colour shots of Ortona in the early 1990s to illustrate its urban geography,
and also uses graphics and maps to trace the complex movement of Canadian units
through Ortona. The documentary is particularly valuable for the interviewsheith
Canadian participants.

Around the same time, Colonel Syd Thomson contribatsdortfour-pagearticle
(two of which are photogntitled"Christmas in Ortona Italy 1943" i@anadian
Military History discussing variouaspects of the battfeom his personal point of view

as the commanding officer of the Seaforths. His eyewitness testimiofigrced the

19 Reader's Digesfhe Canadians at War 1939/45, Volum@®rkham: The Reader's Digest Association
(Canada) Ltd. 1969), pp. 3&Y3.

20 Major James Stone, Lieutenant James Dougan, amtelnignt Alon M. Johnson from the Loyal Eddies;
LieutenantColonel Syd Thomson and Lieutenant S. Lynch from the Seaforths.

21 British Defence Film Library.Fighting in Built Up Areas 1932945, Part 2, OrtonBritain: Ministry of

Defence, 1991)Her eaf t er referred to in the footnotes as AnABDFL.

and documentary films that feature interviews with Canadian and German veterans and civilians involved at Ortona

and excell ent combat footage from the battle | ocated
Canadi an Army Newsreel fi Bé&Gtatzled t ®f6 sOrMtBan a,| & tofe OB iothiah a

fiThe Battbe of Ortona
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existing narrative discussed in very short paragraphs throughdimomson was not the
only veteran officer to write about his experience at Ortona in the 1990s. It is difficult
and therefore rare to see military history written from the enemy's point of view.
However, German combat engineer Carl Bayerlein's accoums prticipation in the
battle was acquired by the Canadian War Museum, translated and published, thus adding
a critical German voice to the historical discussitifarachute Engineers in Combat,
Ortona 1943: A German Perspectiwe'Canadian Military Hstory consists of a daiy-
day diary account and a longer reflective summary compiled in the 1990s. Bayerlein
discussed the initial German defence preparation engineering tasks and thefollow
observations about the Canadian reaction to overcome pdepastacles, explosive
traps, and demolitions. Bayerlein also wrote of the trials his comrades faced throughout
the fight?® Although few in number, these participant accounts are invaluable to
understanding this complex historical event from multiplesjpectives.

Shaun Brown's article "The Rock of Accomplishment: The Loyal Edmonton
Regiment at Ortona" i€anadian Military Historywas based on his MA thesis about
this regiment in the last three years of the war. Brown revealed how Nicholson, Stevens
and Roy's works are essential for study. While some of the essay reinforces the existing
narrative, he also introduced new interviews with soldiers from the Loyal Eddies

conducted for the 4Danniversary in 1983, making this a valuable contributfon.

22 Colonel S.W. Thomson, "Christmas in Ortona Italy 1943anadian Military History Volume 2, Number
2 (Waterloo: Laurier Centre for Military, Strategic and Disarmament Studies, 1993);23p 24
23 Carl Bayerlein, "Parachute Engineers in Combat, Ortona 1943: A German Perspective,” trans. by Alex
MacQuarrie, edited by Dean F. OliveCanadian Military History Volume 8, Number 4 (Waterloo: Laurier Centre
for Military Strategic and Disarmament StudieS99), pp. 4750. Bayerlein is interviewed extensively in Edoardo di
Pierrods AThe Battle of Ortonad documentary which can
24 Shaun R.G. Brown, "The Rock of Accomplishment: The Loyal Edmonton Regiment at.O&anadian
Military History, Volume 2, Number 2 (Waterloo: Laurier Centre for Military Strategic and Disarmament Studies,
1993), pp. 123.
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The question of Ortona'’s civilians was first addressed by the Canadian official
history team and is discussed in following works. However, one of the earliest projects
to focus ortheplight of Ortona's civiliansand translated into English came fr@avero
Di Tullio, an arditect, artist andhigh school teacher in Ortona in the 198be
employed the existing Canadian histories alongside Italian secondary sources and
extensive interviews witlrtora 0 isiliarc survivors. These came together in a graphic
novel thatdetails the horrifying events that Ortona's civilians were subjecteedause
of the battle. Hid943: The Road to Ortona by no means a children's comic book, as
Di Tullio's artistry and narrativeonveyhow the violencéouched the livesf thousands
of Italian citizens most of whom and their families are named inwlek - who
remained irand-around Ortona as the battle passed thrédigh

The 1990s also saw a broader wave of hi
World War experience in Europe, as well as on the Itaanpaign One of the most
important and influential of those is Daniel Dancodki® DDay Dodgers: The
Canadians in kly, 19431945,the first onevolume Canadian participation history of
the Italian campaign since Nicholson. He relies on the established narrative established
by the participants and official histories describbdve butddeda large number of
other sairces including books written by participants and articles ffbmMaple Leaf
the official Canadian Army's newspaper. It is especially valuable due to the number of

personal interviews Dancocks conducted with Ortona vetéfans

25 Saverio Di Tullio,1943: The Road to Ortor@ttawa: Legas Publishing, 1998), pp-28

26 Daniel DancocksThe DDay Dodgers: The Canadians in ltaly, 194845(Toronto: McClelland and
Stewart Inc, 1991), pp. 18886. Danc o c k s 6 s t-ly-tag diseusdion dnAhe Iohtle/is impossible to
writeéd was the fAchal |l amgeselfavcen weprere disdussing on here toVécus mys o r
efforts with this thesis.
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One of the recurring quigsns surrounding the battle of Ortona concerns the
leadership of Canadian officers. A chapter in GranatsteiésGenerals: The Canadian
Army's Senior Commanders in the Second World Watan extensive interview
between Dr. W.J. McAndrew and Breret@neenhous with General Bertram
Hoffmeister, General Chris Vokes' papers and a separate Greenhous article. The work
included a chapter assessing Canadian Infantry Division's commander Mafgeneral
Vokes and 2 Canadian Infantry Brigade's commandeigBdier Hoffmeister,
particularly during the Ortona fightirtg. David J. BercusdaMaple Leaf Against The
Axis: Canada's Second World Wapresents a string of popular general histories of
Canadads whole Second Worrésponséimpopuakx per i ence
interest, again kindled by BGnniversary commemorationt. mixed the timeline
between Ortona and earlier everatsd recycld the same sources and ideas sited above.
The one noteworthy addition is the debatable pibiait the bate should not have been
fought at all, and when it was fought it was done so for the wrong réadary Copp
with Richard Nielse@d bookNo Price Too High: Canadians and the Second World War
had two quick pages of narrative on Ortona borrowed prinlyigedm Nicholson and,
countering Greenhous and Bercuson, regavehy Ortona had to be takéh.Bill

McAndrew andArt Global'sCanadians and the Italian Campaigsel the existing

27 J.L. GranatsteinThe Generals: The Canadian Army's Senior Commanders in the Second World War
(Toronto: Stoddart Publishing, 1993), p. 196.

28 David J. BercusorMaple Led Against The Axis: Canada's Second World \Waronto: Stoddart
Publishing, 1995), pp. 17277. Bercuson's argument was not an original idea, as Brereton Greenhous had originally
brought up the subject in an earlier article which will be discussed later in this historiography.

29 Terry Copp with Ritard NielsenNo Price Too High: Canadians and the Second World {Wéritby:
McGraw-Hill Ryerson Limited, 1996), pp. 13237.
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narrative but adeéda number okyewitness account®t seen irother works that nde
the book valuablé®

Strengthening the Structure (19882008

The Canadian War Museum's "Canadian Battle Series" had writer Fred Gaffen
produceOrtona: Christmas 1943 The book's value is the number of personal
eyewitnesgestimonies from Major James Stone and Brigadier Bertram Hoffmeister and
photos provided within. Gaffen is one of the very few writers who also discussed the
events and operations that occurred in the town after the battle from January to March
19443 In 1989 BreretoiGreenhousdded one of the most influential new perspectives
on the subject and a sharp critique on the decision to fight in Ortona with his article
"Would It Not Have Been Better to Bypass Ortona Completely...?" A Canadian
Christmas,'in Canadian Defence Quarterlyolume 18, Issue 5. As expected from the
article's title, Greenhous discudgbe tremendous sacrifices of Canadian troopanith
around Ortona and argtighat given the circumstances the town should have been
bypassed completely. He explicitlydahe fault for not bypassing Ortona, and for the
unimaginative, costly and continue "battering ram" operations th&t Canadian
Infantry Division performed against the German defenders throughout December 1943
at the feet of the division's commander, Ma@eneral Chris Voke¥. Gr eenhous 6
critique dd not consider the wider Alliedecisions that committed'Canadian Infantry

Division to operations wandaround Ortona.

30 Bjll McAndrew and Art GlobalCanadians and the Italian Campai@¢Montreal: Editions Art Global Inc.,
1996), pp. 5B4.

31 FredGaffen,Canadian Battle Series: Ortona Christmas 19@8awa: Balmuir Book Publishing Ltd,
1988), pp. 4.

32 BrertonGreenhous, "'Would It Not Have Been Better to Bypass Ortona Completely...?" A Canadian
Christmas, 1943,Canadian Defence Quarterly/olume 18, Issue 5, April 1989, pp.-55.
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This broad foundation of historical writing made it near inevitable that a historian
would gather and synthesize these resources from across the decades areqnedi
the most detailed accounts of the battle. Mark Zueh@etsna: Canada's Epic World
War Il Battleemploys almost all of the resources discussed above and more, including
dozens of new interviews with veterans and correspondence. What makésZue
wor k stand out is that his is the only ful
December 1943 story of the actions atMh@o river, The Gully and in Ortona itself. It
is therefore the richest detailed work on the subject, despite the min@ndesiwith
some of the details and the analySis.
One of the most recent scholarly treatments of the subjit Goodersos
article "Assimilating Urban Battle Experiene@ he Canadians at Ortona" @anadian
Military Journal, Winter2007#2008 Gooderson reviews familiar ground introduced by
past historians and official sources. Goo
he repackages the story for an audience of modern soldiers, centveshtythree
lessons learned by tliganadians at Ortona that remain relevant to the profession of

arms today’

New Additions Since 1999

Severalworks that have been published since Zuehlke have added new elements to
historical knowledge of the battle. While previous works focused on fietin and
armoured troops in Ortona, other supporting elements including combat engineers and

artillery which were central to the outcomélike Calnan and Doug Knight as editors

33Mark ZuehlkeOr t ona: Canadads Eancouvé/oDouglds &Weintyrd, 1999B@pt t | e
249-348.

34 lan Gooderson Assimilating Urban Battle Experiened he Canadians at Ortona;anadianMilitary
Journal Winter 20072008 (Kingston: Canadian Defence Academy, 2008), p.3%64
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of the regimental history dfhe History of 1st AnfTank Regiment, Royala@adian
Artillery, From 5 September 1939 to 31 July 1945, World Wanttbducel "K" and "L"
troops of thedOth antitank battery in Ortona. Aiese two troops were engaged in close
support of the infantrysing6-pounderand 17poundergunsto take on occupiedouses
and enemygstrongpoints®

J.L. Granatstein and Norman Hillmeaicle "'There Are No Trenches: At
Ortona, December 194@Gregory ClarK in Battle Lines: Eyewitness Accounts from
Canada's Military Historyhad bothselecting a 10 January 1944 newspaper armicle
this Toronto Starjournalist He interviewed Capt John Heller, the medical officer for
The Royal Canadian Regiment in the Sicily and Italian campaign, as well as other
veterangluringthe battle His main themeconcerned iman endurance and how
soldiers were treated for the effects of leattt does not feel "Ortongpecific’ even
though the personnel interviewed are discussing the human endurance needed to fight in
Ortona. Given the topic it is a unique addition to thistory of the battlé®

Brigadier BertranHoffmeister's leadership as the commander'd€2nadian
Infantry Brigade are discussed by Douglas Delaney in two bobks.Soldiers'
General: Bert Hoffmeister at Waises ananyinterviews withfiHoffy @nd a number of
other personnel involved in thayfiting, war diaries, intelligence summaries, official
documents and Zuehlke to discuss Hoffmeister's activities during the battle, the
challenges he and the units faced, his frequent visits to the frontlines, visit to a field

hospital and discussions thabffmeister had with various personnel on various issues

35 Mike Calnan and Doug Knight, ed3he History of 1st AnfTank Regiment, Royal Canadian Artillery,
From 5 September 1939 to 31 July 1945, World Wéellised edion, 2004, pp. 1819.

36 J.L. Granatstein, and Norman Hillmdattle Lines: Eyewitness Accounts from Canada's Military History
(Toronto: Thomas Allen Publishers, 2004), pp.-318.
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during the figh#’” A slightly amended version of this narrative which foclise
Hoffmeister's leadership during Ortona and using many of the same ressasces
Delaney's essadyWhen Leadership Rég Mattered: Bert Hoffmeister and Morale
During the Battle of Ortona, December 1948 Colonel Bernd Horn'intrepid
Warriors: Perspectives on Canadian Military Leadé¥s

The modern Canadian Armed Forces doctrinal madaaue Operations Urban
is dedicated to understanding all aspects of the urban battlespace, including principles,
fundamentals and planning for offensive, defensive, stability and sustainment operations
in urban areas. It include number of urban historical case studies from Ortona,
Grozny, Fallujah, H& Beirut, Suez and Belfast to reinforce urban operations doctrine
and | essons | earned. Li ke Godtikestablesldé s wor
narrative but repackagehe ideas for a modern professional military audience,
including reviewing the urban lessons learfied.

One of the most important works on new questioZashary David Cavasin's
Hai visto iCanadesi?: A study of tt&ocial Interactions between Canadian Soldiers and
Italian Civilians before, during, and after the Battle of Ortorighoroughly detailed,
Cavasin discussithe battlefrom bothsides butfocused particularlpn the posbattle
events and relationships tlanadians developed with the townspeople in the weeks

aftewards Cavasin travédd to Ortonato interviewelderly Italian citizens who

37 Douglas EDelaney,The Soldiers' General: Beroffmeister at Wa¢vancouver: UBC Press, 2005), pp.
100-105.
38 Colonel Bernd Horreditor, Intrepid Warriors: Perspectives on Canadian Military LeadgFsronto:
Canadian Defence Academy Press and The Dundurn Group, P0071),g1 as E. Del ashipReally A When Le
Mattered: Bert Hoffmeister and Mor afdpel39bd.r i ng t he Battl e
3% Department of National Defence (Canad&GL-322007/FR001 Unique OperationsUrban (Kingston:
Army Publishing Office, 2006 pp. 59. Hereafter referred to as DND (Canatlgique Operation$ Urban.
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survived the battle and integrated tHesthand knowledge ofvhat it was like to endure
thefighting thatragedaraund them an@bove their heds*®

G.C. (Christopher) Case's artiCl€rial by Fire: MajorGeneral Christopher Vokes
at the Battles of thBoro River and Ortona, December 1948 Canadian Military
History madethe argument that Vokes has been too easily criticized lyriaiss for his
handling of # Canadian Infantry Divisioat the battles of thiloro river, The Gully
and Ortona.This essay attemg@tlto prove that while Vokes did make errors in
judgement he nevertheless performed admirably as the division commander due to
constraints imposed Bxternal fators. Case challend€&reenhous, Bercuson and
Zuehlke in their attempts at blaming Vokes fas handling of the division sand
around Ortona, thus the essay edith this debate about Vokes in particutar.

Tim Cook's two volume series on Canada in the Second Worldwagithe most
recent synthesis and inclutla discussion on Ortona Trhe Necessy War: Canadians
Fighting the Second World War 193943, Volume .1 Cook adddimportant new
guotations from Canadian and German soldiers who fought in Ortona. El@ add
contributions from the Canadian Army Film and Photo unitadsgkith recording the
fighting in Ortona, and the effects of battle exhaustion as a result of the intensity of
combat, demonstrating the intensity of the fighting by ending with Colonel Strome

Galloway's experiences in The Royal Canadian Regififent

40 zachary DavidCavasinHai visto i Canadesi?: A study of the Social Interactions between Canadian
Soldiers and Italian Civilians before, during, and after the Battle of Or{@itawa: Faculty of Graduate and
Postdoctoral Studies, Department of History, Faculty of Arts, University of Ottawa, Ottawa, 2010128p. 1

41 G.C (Christopher) Case, "Trial by Fire: MajGeneral Christopher Vokes at the Battles of the Moro River
and Ortona, Dember 1943, Canadian Military History Volume 16, Issue 3Naterloo: Laurier Centre for Military
Strategic and Disarmament Studi2812), pp. 128.

42 Tim Cook, The Necessary War: Canadians Fighting the Second World WarTB88) Volume 1
(Toronto: Allen Lane Publishing, 2014), pp. 4057.

24



David Halton'sDispatches from the Front: Matthew Halton, Canada's Voice at
War discussd the work of David's fatheCanadian war aoespondent Matthew Halton.
Very much in the same situation as GeaiComfort, the intensity of the violence kept
Halton out of the town for the initial days of the battle. When he moved into the town
safely just before Christmas he filed a number of reports for the Canadian Broadcasting
Corporation which David discusge Halton includd personal letters from his father
Matthew to his mother Jean that revealed what he witnessed and endured in Ortona and
theywere both candid and emotiondfollowing in his father's footsteps, David had the
opportunity to interview botiCanadian and German veterans of Ortona and he irtlude
their statements in the narratite.

Adding to Calnan and Knight's work on the importance of thetank guns at
Ortona, Lee Windsor, Roger Sarty and Marc Milnedgal Gunners: 3rd Field Artillery
Regiment (The Loyal Company) and the History of New Brunswick's Artillery, 1893 to
2012adcded even more valuable information on Kand JTroops and their support to
the infantry andankunits in Ortona. Using artillery unit war diaries and gunner
interviews theravere new details provided on how the atatnk guns were used. As
well as discasing which troops supported which manoeuvre units;tamii gun tactics
and their positive effects in Ortona's urban figlete brought to light along with

soldiers who distinguished themselves during the bHttle.

43 David Halton,Dispatches from the Front: Matthew Halton, Canada's Voice at(Waonto: McClelland
and Stewart, 2014), pp. 1:292.

44 Lee Windsor, Roger Sarty and Mark Milnegyal Gunners: 3rd Field Artillery Regiment (The Loyal
Company) and the History of New Brunswick's Artillery, 1893 to 204sterloo: Wilfrid Laurier University Press,
2016), pp. 30812.
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Filling in the Cracks: Smaller Contributions on Ortona

Canadads national story at Ortona, howe\
Second World War, earned an honourable mention in a pair of key internationally
recognized works on the war in Italy, even if briefly. Dominick Graham &etf&d
Bidwell's bookTug of War- The Battle for Italy: 1943 945stands as one of the most
influential international volumes on the Italian campaign as a whole. Ortona and the
Canadian effort there featura a brief, complimentary sentente Fred Majdalany's
Cassino: Portrait of a Battlalso mentiordthe battle's challenges briefly with a
complimentary sentence about the Canadians at the other endzafdfaeline in
December 194%

Conclusion

From the 1940s to the 1960s, capable hists established a dominant narrative
about the battle of Ortona based on primary evidence. During that time and in the latter
decades of the 20th century and early years of the@itury eyewitnesses to the battle,
individual research projects andngeal histories reinforced the structure and added new
guestions and findings that further contributed knowledge about Ortona. For all the
work reviewed here, questions remain unanswered about the way the late December
urban battle in Ortona was conductdddeed, the late December urban portion of the
larger Mororiver campaign has always been the tired last section of works about Ortona.
Also, urban warfare studies of Ortona to date have been superficial and anecdotal.

There is more to discover abdhe practicacomplexitieschallenges, and tactics of this

45 Dominick Graham and Sttferd Bidwell, Tug of War- The Battle for Italy: 1943945(New York: St.
Martin's Press, 1986) p. 119.
46 Fred MajdalanyCassino: Portrait of a Bttle (London: Longmans, Green and Co., 1957), pp3@9
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type of warfare That story lies buried in the alrms 29 Canadian Infantry Brigade
Groupbs effort to Iimpose | ogic and cohesio

as pure chaos.
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Chapter 21 Setting the Stage

Before embarking on any operation military commanders and their staff must
gather information and conduct a thorough analysis of the operating environment to
produce sound plans for success without undo [dhsse factorsriclude enemy and
friendly force size, activity, location, composition, tactics, equipment, habits, intent and
morale. They also include terrain, meteorology, time and space realities, and the
prospects for achieving surprise while ensuring secufitys assessment must be
completed while also considering the multitude of civilians,-government agencies
and media that will also be present. Historical inquiry into the late December Ortona
pre-battle analysis is scant, perhaps because historians agsinteaders are more
i nterested i n ftgHewever, thegevidemce foom thé tane $ugggshstthat o
Canadian commanders did not carefully consider the problem of where and what kind of
enemy they would next meet at or beyond Ortosfare advancing towards the
commanding road junction town on the Adriatic coast. That assessment was influenced
by the previous two hard weeks of combat for all%Canadian Infantry Division in
andaround theMoro river andThe Gully. Because thosghases of the battle are
recounted well elsewhere they will not feature extensively here except to demonstrate
how those events shaped what came next at Ortona. The German opponent, the
geographic and urban terrain at Ortona, and the Italian civiliaatisituwere some of
the factors that military leaders and future historians neglected to attatymeghly

when considering the | ooming struggle in

1A majority of the resources dhis unfortunately. Beginning with the foundational histories of the battle,
such as PorterBND DHH CMHQReportsupto-and i ncl uding the | atesTthe popul ar
Necessary Waa majority of theesource consulted andiscussed inChat er 16 s Hlisaugséin i ogr aphy
particulartheenemy geographic factora n d Or t o n with extremie brévityi a n s
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The Green Devils: The GermarFallschirmjager

As 2" Canadian Infantry Brigade took over the Allied advance up the Adriatic
coast in late December 1943, German paragcsfpr om Gener al Ri chard
German Parachute Division moved i@ Ortonaarea earlier in the month to reinforce
the shattere@0" Panzer Grenadier Division andcepae the towras a defensive
stronghold
German paratroopers, Ballschirmjager established a reputation for dedication
to Hitlerds Germany, good sol di ecapanity, a wi
for ruthlessness during the Second World WaA 15'Canadian Infantry Division
interrogation report placed German paraterspn two categories: the "good type and
the better type." The former were the young men who had joined for adventure. The
latter were combat veterans from the various campaigns they had participated in
throughout the war:

"Those men knew what the scamas and their discipline, morale and 'security' are
excellent. Itis no wonder that they are the 'picked tps (troops)' and sent to whichever
sector of the front needs strengthening. It is also interesting to hear the
condescending way in which the pdratists talk about the inf (infantry), 'they
always mess things up, and we, the parachutists have to straighten them out again.'
This, then is the better type and the type which does not takspective of their
knowledge. And they too are the tpsigthhave been put into the line to stem the

adv (advance) of our Div (Division}."

The invasions of Poland, Norway, France, the Netherlands, Greece, Crete, the

Soviet Union; and the campaigns in North Africa, Italy and Northwest Europe all

2 TheFallschirmjagerwere not without their faults. There were times throughout the war when they
behaved like th&Sand theWaffenSS murdering innocent civilians or prisoners of war. Nicholson notes in the
Official History on pp. 231232 that thé-allschirmjagerhad executed 17 male civilians before retreating from the
village of Rionero in the Upper Sangro, this eventbdings cover ed by the Princess Patrioc
when they entered the village 26 September 1943.
3 Porter,DND DHH CMHQ reportsAppendix D, as quoted in McAndrew and Glol@4nadians and he
Italian Campaignpp. 7879.
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involved Fallschirmjagersoldiers* Their reputation as hard fighters throughout those
daring anctostly operations earned them the nickname "the Green Devils."

The 1%t FallschirmjagerDivision formed in the early spring of 1943 from
survivors of the veterarf™Division and new young recruit§ he Division included the
15t 39and 4" ParachutdRegiments with three battalions each, supported by an artillery
regiment, an antaircraft artillery battalion, a machine gun battaliofadischirm
Pionier (engineer) battalion, signals, and aatk units® The division deployed to the
Mediterranean area in July 1943 as part of the German response to the Allied assault
first on Sicily and then on the Italian mainlanthey remained an important part of the
German defence in Italy at the critical point in tda@npaign during the winter of 1943.
If Rome fell to the Allies there would be severe political, military, economic, social and
psychological ramifications that would give an obvious enormous advantage to the
Allies and a blow to the German$o preventheir enemies from taking this all
important city, the Germans took advantage of Italy's geography that favoured the
defender. Italy'sentral Apennine mountain spine throws numerous spurs east and west
towards the Adriatic and Mediterranean. Betweesealgpursrivers cut deep valleys
out to the sea. Rivers, spurs and mountain spines together offer a succession of
defensible lines at close intervalEhe main highways follow the more populated
coastal strip which is dominated by the spurs aboVae Germans created a continuous

series of defensive lines and battle positions in soettiral Italy intended to delay and

4 Many of the German paratroopers that fought at Ortona were veterans of the Crete and Sicily campaigns in
particular. With regards to the Sicily campaign they had been brought in as a reserve to bolster the existing axis
formations after the Allies had iaded the island and pushed northwards towards Catedidy of 1943. Cook, The
Necessary \&f, p. 406; D'EsteBitter Victory, p. 312.

5 According to German historian Helmut Wilhelmsmeyer, himself a veteran paratrooper, this nickname was
giventotheGeman par atroopers by SiBitter Witoryp.t356n Chur chi | | . DO Est

6 D'Este,Bitter Victory, p. 353 and p. 382.

7 JohnKeegan,The Second World WéNew York: Penguin Books, 198%. 352.
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grind away at the Allies as they fought their way northwards towards Rome from
October to December 1943. In October Hitler instru€tett Marshal Albert
Kesselring, German commander of all Axis forces in the Mediterrgh&mpstablish
theGustavLine as a crossountry defensive position across the narrowest part of Italy
from Gaeta on the Tyrrhenian Sea to Ortona on the AdPiaTibe other defensive lines
in the south were only meant to delay the Allies and buy time so thGustavLine
could be constructed by combining natural terrain with manmade obstatiss.
defensive line would hold the Allies south of Rome and prewgapture.Ortona and
the ground around it became the eastern anchor @ubktavLine and would prevent
the Allies from getting to Pescara, with its connecting mountain passes tovitoche
would allow the Allies to flank the city

The PF'FallschirmjagerDivision's commander Lieutena@eneral Richard
Heidrich'® assumed responsibility of the far eastern coastal section GustavLine
and to begin its defence of Ortona in particular on 19 Decemberi938rmantroops
had actuallyoac pi ed Ortona since |1t al yheysdessayedr e nde
the town's harbour facilities and prosecuted or evicted most of the town's civilians at the
end of November 1943 after British, Indian and Canadian forces breached the initial
GustavLine defensive zone along tBangroriver. German troops rounded up male

civilians who remained behind for forced labour, and began converting the town into a

8 Oberbefehlshaber Sudbbreviated t@©B South D'Este Bitter Victory, p. 192.
9 Graham and BidwellTug of Way p. 104.
10 Heidrich was a veteran parachutist who had been a paratrooper since 1936. He had parachuted into Crete as
a regimental commander and had fought at Leningrad. $géfaced, blunjawed, softspoken and a cigar
smoker, his able leadership of tHéFRallschirmjagerDivision had the Allies recognizing the unit as one of the very
best divisions in th&Vehrmacht D'Este Bitter Victory, p. 353.
1 The divisionwasrushed to the location after the German defeats @ahgroRiver, Moro river andThe
Gully that destroyethoth the65th Infantry Division anthe 90th Panzer Grenadi8ivison. Nicholson,Official
History, pp. 116 and 320.
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defensive stronghold ar@ustaviLine strongpoint by the time the paratroopers arrived in
early December?

The 29 Battalion of the 8 Parachute Regimeittitially deployed into Ortona
first.’® Asthe month wore on and t8@th PanzerGrenadierDivision lost control of the
Moro river andThe Gully, more units frorthe 15 FallschirmjagerDivision were
committed to stabilize th@ustavLine in the Ortona arealhe remainder athe
division's units weren position between the coast and Tollo, covefsag Tommaso,
San Nicola and Villa Grandandthe divisional reserve wasduced to &ingle infantry
company at Tollatself.*4

The German concept of operations had as its intent to halt the Canadian advance
up the coastal Highway 16 by making a carefully planned defensive stand in Ortona.
West of the town prepared defences were also created or retained as pa@usitdve
Line which barred any Canadian attempt to isolate or bypass the town. The German
scheme of manoeuvre inside Ortona was to hold a line of forward positions to delay the
Canadian approach into the southern outskirts, after which the defenders would
withdraw intothe heart of the town. Once the Canadians were committed, they would
be lured into the central part of Ortondne German main defensive arda that end
the Germans blocked the smaller narrower streets in the south end with obstacles,
hoping to canate the Canadians down the main highway via a misleading path of least

resistance towards the downtopiazz (squares) and vital intersections. The German

12Zuehlke,Ortona, pp. 4447; CavasinHai visto i Canade$} p. 22.

13 The 29 Battalion of the 8 Parachute Regiment was commanded by a Captain Liebs@pesations in the
Urban EnvironmentAFM Volume 2, Part 5, p. -5. As discussed later in this thesis, theBattalion of the %
Parachute Regiment eventually conducted a riliplace on 24 December 1943 in order to continue the fighting
against the Canadians within Ortona.

14 Nicholson,Official History, p. 328.
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main effort would be to destroy as many Canadians as possible in order to stop the
advance towardhe north end of the town, with the endstate having achieved the halting
of the overall advance 4andaround Ortona, thus assisting in a small part the overall
German strategic and operational intent of stopping the Allies before Ruine
preventing the Aies from getting to Pescara, with its connecting mountain passes
leading to the city®

The Germans turned thiyé main piazz in Ortonainto killing zones threeof
which controlled the main highway route through toWiThe Germans deployed a
myriad ofweaponsn-andaround the surroumyg buildingsto cut down anyone who
dared traverse thgpen space of th@iazz. The Germanglanned tause thepiazza
killing zonesintegrated with strongkgonstructed defenddalildings,plenty of
demolitions, a wealth of weaponry, and tactics specific to paratrooper docthak: ttee

Canadiaradvance The Germamission wasd destroy as many Canadians as possible

15porter,DND DHH CMHQ reportsp. 86, para246. Modern urban operations doctrine was not created in
the Second World War, but was developed through decades of urban operations experiences throughdat the mid
late 20th Century and early 21st Century. While both the Germans and the Canackasisweelisly not using
modern urban operations doctrine at .00r tlowna,het teays eweorfe trh
defence, theplannedo conduct a perimeter force battle on the edge of its area of responsibility. The goal of this
perimeter force is to identify the enemy axis of advance, its strengths, its intentions and main effort, destroy enemy
reconnaissance and investment forcestrdy assault forces in assembly areas and forming up points, cover obstacles
and destroy opportune command targets. The next stage is the disruption force battle, where a military force
purposely withdraws through a series of buildings and positiongghrits area of responsibility, causing enemy
attrition, delaying and disrupting the enemy assault, drawing the enemy into the main defensive area (MDA) kill zone
(K2), and confusing the enemy by disguising the layout of the defence. The main defezssivassa military force
defending localities with mutually supporting strong points focused around a main killing area. This is where the
military force wants to stop the advancing enemy and ensure the most amount of destruction of that enemy force. All
of the urban operations planning and tactics that are discussedthesigre derived from two sources: Department
of National Defence (Canada);BL-322-008/FR0O01 A Tactical Guide to Urban Operatioifgingston: Army
Publishing Office, 2010) pp-4 to 45 (offensive) and & to 66 (defensive); antllATO Standard, ATR9, Urban
Tactics(Brussells: NATO Standardization Office, 2016), pid tb 413 (offensive) and-47 to 419 (defensive).
Both of these documents go into great detail with regartisetstages and schemes of manoeuvre, including more
thorough definitions, planning considerations and tasks, making it easier for commanders to plan offensive and/or
defensive urban operations.

16 Nicholson,Official History, p. 325; GoodersoriAssimilating Urban Battle Experience, p. 65 . The
highway was critical as it was the main axis of advance, operational and logistical route for the enfitety of 1
Canadian Infantry Division, meaning the road had to be controll¢deb@anadians if they wanted to advance north.
Ortona had to be taken in order for the division to advance northwards.
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to stop the advanade-andaround Ortona, thuschievingthe largerGerman stratggof
stopping the Allies before Ronadong theGustavLine.r’

GermanWehrmachengineer units that had been in Ortona for several weeks
before theFallschirmjagerarrivedhadalreadylaid antitank and antpersonnel mines
on the roads and open areas between the harbour and th&tese minefields
combined with the high cliffand the waterfronon the east side of the townotected
the approachesom that directiort® TheFallschirm-Pionier expanded the defensive
preparations witldlemolitionsmuchrubble, boobytrapping andnoremine-laying.

That includedblocking narrower ox cartwidth streetgo force the Canadians down the
mainroads To block those streetse Fallschirm-Pionier blew downcorners of
houses, entire houseor even lines of houses with explosivegating heaps of
rubble!® Most ofthe rubble piles were #®-15 feet highand made it impossible for
tanksto climb over or manoeuvre around tfaggedpiles of concrete anghasonry?®

The rubbléatself was liberally sow with Teller antitank mines, anfpersonnel "S"
mines, Italian woden box mines and booby trapmncealed in the dust and bricks,
waiting for any Canadian troops that might try to move or climb over the rébdlee
Teller mines within theubblepileswereattachedo remote cordsnabling a concealed
paratrooper tolow the chargérom a safe distanoghen their #ackers approaeu.
Seven seconds later a devastating explosion could be amplified by the sympathetic

detonation of other Teller miné$. The high piles of rubblalsoblocked Canadian

17DND (Canada)Unique Operations Urban, pp. 5-6.

18 Carl Bayerlein, "Parachute Engineers in Combat, Ortona,1@&hadianMilitary History, p. 49;
Gooderson,Assimilating Urban Battle ExperienceCanadian Military Journalp. 66.

19 Bayerlein, "Parachute Engineers in Combat, Ortona 1@hadian Military Historyp. 47.

20Roy, The Seaforth Highlanderp. 263.

21 DND (Canada)Unique Operations Urban, p. 6; Poter, DND DHH CMHQ reportsp. 87, para. 250;
Zuehlke,Ortona, p. 258.

22 Gooderson;Assimilating Urban Battle Experiencey’ 66; ZuehlkeQrtona, p. 258.
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observatiordown the narrow lanesAnyone whoattempted to climb the piles to see

over them would either initiate the booby traps and/or be exposed to German small arms

fire.Z2 Many buildings which would allow the Canadians to overlttkGerman

defercesor which might offer cover for the attacker were also destroyed, or had the

front walls demolished to expose their interiors to fire from across the %lreet.
TheFallschirm-Pionier placeddelayed charges unoccupied houses with timed

fuses, set to explode when the Canadiansed inside fiBooby traps 6 or expl osi v

trapswere also emplaced frequently. The sinspleas a tripwire attached to the

standard Germastielhandgranate 2 st i ¢ k 0 gtrlesedaabrs, darkered

doorway entrances or stairwayise wirelow enough not to be seen but high enough to

betriggeredby an opening door or pulled by a boot. The Canadians would soon become

wary of breakng into buildings by entering or smashing in exdedoors with rifle butts

or by kicking them in, and it soon became clear that the onenatdg enter a building

was through the obvious do®: Mines, discarded German weapons, map/document

cases, and full wine bottles were similarly rigged with wiges and explosives

targeting anyonattempting to disarm the miser hunting forsouvenirs® The

Germanslso ecognked thaindoor plumbing would battractive to @nadian soldiers

who had been without such facilities for weeks

"The preferred device was the toilet flush chain, which when pulled set off the
igniter whereupon the wetloncealed and placed charge exploded. Consequently

23 Gooderson;Assimilating Urban Battle Experiencey’ 65.

24 DND (Canada)Unique Operations Urban, p. 5.

2 Thestielnandgranate 2#& more commonly known as the "potato masher" due tieign Reader's
Digest, The Tools of War 1939/4Fhe Reader's Digest Association (Canada) Ltd., 1969), p. 32; Gooderson,
"Assimilating Urban Battle Experien¢ep. 66.

26 GoodersonAssimilating Urban Battle Experieneelhe Canadians at Ortongp.' 66. In one case, a soldier
from theSeaforths thought he had been given a gift on Christmas Day when upon entering a house he saw a German
knife in a jar with grains of loose wheat sitting in plain view on a windowsill. When he went to reach for it he was
stopped by his commander, Privat@é&st "Smoky" Smith a future Victoria Cross winnemwho after receiving a
look of disgust from his subordinate promptly pushed the jar out of the window. It exploded outside due to a grenade
being hidden inside of.itZuehlke,Ortona p. 323.
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there were several detonations which we ourselves did not directly set off, in houses
that had beenrgered either by the enemy or by Italian civilians, who found their
deaths in this way?"

A.J. Rudd a platoon commander with the Loyal Eddiealled "They (the
Germans) set up some fiadass booby traps. You might see a nice bible or piece of
stain glass lying about a house. Items like these were usually connected to at least a
pound of explosive. This certainly discouraged lootif{g."

As theFallschirm-Pionier compleedtheir tasksFallschirmjagerworked
concurrently tacompliment the work done by the enginee@stona’s narrow yet
strongly-built stone brick and masonrpuildingswere sometimeseveral hundred years
old and ofterstoodshouldefto-shoulder in theentral and northern portion of the town,
creating a reagnade chain ofortified strongpoints.Inside these stout houses the
Germans positiced troops andmall arms to fire along the streets and intogiae 2.

The general arrangememteludedMaschinenpistolen 3§MP 38 a submachine gun),

rifles and padto masher grenades on the main fldédiP, 38s light and medium machine
gunsand grenades on the second floor; and an assortment of small arms and grenades on
upper floors® Normally aMG 42machine gurposition was supported by two to three
riflemen forlocal protectiort® Othermarksmen or snipemserepositioned on the top

floors or rooftops of buildingd: German demolitions and later battle damimgthe
tightly-packed urban space offerethrksmen and snipers a myriad of good positions to

conceal hemselves? Positions on the main, second and some of the upper floors were

27 Bayetein, "Parachute Engineers in Combat, Ortona 19@3fiadian Military Historyp. 49.
2%Brown,i The Rock of Aclé.ompli shment,hk 0

29 DND (Canada)Unique Operations Urban, pp. 56.

30 Roy, The Seaforth Highlanderp. 264.

31 DND (Canada)Unique Operations Urban, p. 6.

32 Gooderson’Assimilating Urban Battle Experiencey” 67.
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located in such a way that allowed for multipl@ischirmjagerteams to engage the
Canadians with a heavy degree of small arms fire, and all positions had interlocking arcs
of fire with each otherGerman machine gwrews and riflememwere issued plenty of
grenades and were directed to fight stubborflizeGermais also preparetunnels,
underground passages, or small mouseholes between walls and blewsely hidden

by debris, rubble or furnitur@scovered advance and withdrawal routes throughout the
town. The Germansvere prepared tposition their weaponat the back of a room
covering the doors and windows or at the tops of stagegly forclose quarter combat
Their intent was to hol@ire disciplineuntil the Canadiangnteredhe room or the top of
astairwell before firing again to inflict the maxnum possible loss on the attacking
Canadias. Showers of grenadegere tofollow the bursts of small arnfge.3

Lieutenant K. McBride, a platoon commander with the Seaforth's B company reported:

"The enemy were very skillfully concealed...He...empbbyany substantial

building that offered a good field of fire. Every time we located an enemy
position we usually lost a man and, in most cases, our casualty received an entire
burst of machingyun fire. It was 'dirty’ fighting because every man was well

aware that before we found the next nest we would have another serious
casualty...In the larger buildings the enemy had large numbers of men but in the
normal position there would be a (machgun) supported by two or three rifle
shipers. The enemy fohgmagnificently even when their position was

hopeless 3

The rubble piles created by tRallschirm-Pionierwere always covered by the
multiple Fallschirmjagersmall arms fire positions from above, the front, and even the
rear,to fire onCanadian engineer soldieatempting taemove the mines or booby

traps within them, and to also prevent Canadian infantry troops or tanks from going over

33 Gooderson;Assimilating Urban Battle Experiencegp. 6667.
34 Seaforth Archives, File December, 1943 Operations Accounts, "Comments on ®rtan#.M. McBride,
4 January 1944," as quoted in R@ye Seaforth Highlanderp. 264.
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the rubble piles thraselves® Windowsills or shelesin manyrooms contained
meticulously lineeup rows of ammunition magazines for the rifles and submachine
guns, and in the rooms' corners were stacks of cans containing loose ammunition,
additional potato masher grenadesadditional mines. If the Germarenlow on
ammunition during a firefight, they withdrew to the next buildimizere replenishment
munitions werestaged®® If the Canadians could clear the mines out of a rubble pile to
allow the tanks to drive over titg the Germanwere prepared tburl more mines into
the street ahead of them so as to pretark movementiown that street!

The German defence was layered veathumber of antiank weapons. The latest
manportable ones were simply engineered, rm@ssluced and as a result were
becoming more prevalent amongst German troops.Panheerfaustired a hollow
charge grenade angascapable of knocking out an Allied Sherman t&hKThe hoft
hohlladunghollow charge magnetic grenade and glass cherfiibad grenades were
also introduced into this battfé. Largerantitank guns, most being 50mMak 38s or
75mmPakfrom 90" PanzeiGrenadiemDivision, were attached to th&llschirmjager*°
Given that the overall demolition plan forced Canadian tanks to use the streets, some
Germanantitankguns were sited to fire down the main thoroughfaféey were
usually grouped in sections tfo-to-three gungo support each other. Others were kept
mobile so they could be rapidly shifted from streestreet. A few were cunningly sited

down narrow allegwhich crossed the main road to catch a Sherman tank in enfilade.

35 DND (Canada)Unique Operations Urban, p. 6.

36 Zuehlke,Ortona, p. 331.

37 Gooderson;Assimilating Urban Battle Experiencey” 67.

38 bid., p. 67.

39 DND (Canada)Unique Operations Urban, pp. 6; PorterDND DHH CMHQ reportsp. 262 para 91

40 A 28/20mmGerlick AT gun and a 3.7mrRakwere also captured during the fighting. DND (Canada),
Unique Operations Urban, pp. 6.
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Some were sited close behind rubble piles to catch a tank's exposed undérside if
attempted to climb over the pile, and in two instaragstank gunsweredismantled
and reassembled upper floorgo fire over the rubble piles to strike Canadian Shermans
at a distancé!

All these careful German defence preparations utilize@-tenensional aspecif
the urban battlefield Attacking soldiers would have to worry about what lay in front of
them as well as above or below Ortona many of the buildings containgtdongly
built basements, cellars and tunnels that connected some buildingse structures
would take time and resources to clear but also served as safe places for German rest and
recuperation without fear of being struck by direct fire oatiflery and mortar fire
The Germansalso employed the particularly largadergroundailway tunnel that ran
eastto-west at the northern end of the town as part of the Sangro railway line that
surrounded Ortona on its western, northern and eastast$id he tunnel was used
frequentlyas shelter by both the Germans &rtbna's civiliansvho daringly chose to
remain close to their homes during the bdftl#he Germansised it as a base area for
reinforcementssustainment purposes arglaastagig area beforgoing into action. It
was alsa shelter and as a rest area for their tr@gkallowed then to move about
unmolested from the northwestern to the northeastern portionstoftheThus the
tunnel played a criticgdart in the fight becae it gave the Germans a place to
recuperate from the fightir. However,the Canadian attackersuld have tgplace

their forward troop$n destroyed or partialtgestroyed buildingwithout that same

41 DND (Canada)Unique Operations Urban, p. 6; GoodersoriAssimilating Urban Battle Experiencey’
66.

42 Zuehlke,Ortona, p. XX, map 4.

43 Zuehlke,Ortona, p. 268.
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shelter from the dangeasto withdrawtheir entireunit to safer areas south would invite
the Germans to infiltrate back inppeviously cleareduildings. Thus if the Canadians
remained ifplace they became vulnerable to those infiltration tactics or German sniper
fire. Therefore, the railway tunnehge an advantage to the Germans in the battle of
Ortona that the Canadiad&l not have.
The Canadians had met German parateosipefore, in Sicily and southern Italy.
The coming clash betweefi?anadian Infantry Brigade and the German
Fallschirmjagerin Ortona undoubtedly proved bitter. Lieutenant R.L. McDougall of the
Seaforths wrote in the winter of 1944 during a lull infigéting, "We saw a war movie
depicting the Germans as barbaric fools, brutal and stupid. The boys who fought in
Ortona don't take kindly to that sortmdnsense?® A number of Canadians came to
respect thé&allschirmjagerfor their soldiering abilitise and their professionalism,
especially during and as a result of the violent clashes in Ortona's streets.
LieutenantColonel Hugh Pikevas theCommanding Officeof the Third
Parachute Battalion (3 Para), British Army during the Falklands Islandsn\¥882 and
statedi!| was confident that we were reasonabl
residualseic onf i dence i n a parachute battalion.
things*® Although LieutenanColonel Pikewas British andwas discussing thattitude
of paratroopers from his country, it is entirely reasonable to state that any personnel who
have served in a military parachute unit would confidently feel the same way. The

Colonel's remark, not meant as arrogance but as a ro&fteet, apples to paratroopers

44 As discussed in Chaptér "27-28 December 1943," by the time the Canadianddaght their way into the
northern end of Ortona where the railway tunnel was located the Germans had withdrawn completely from the town.

45 Reader's Digesfhe Canadians at War 1939/45, Volume2365.

46 Max Hastings and Simon Jenkif$e Battle for the Falklanddondon: Pan Books, 1983), p. 114.
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the world over regardless of what nation's military they serve. Soldiers who jump out of
aircraft with helmet, weapon and an (insanely) heavy load of equipment strapped to their
bodiesi and do so knowing that they will be jumping irteritory that is morg¢han

likely behind enemy lines have been told and wholeheartedly believe that due to those
very circumstances they are part oféite group with much initiative who can

overcome any type of challenge set before theitt.was impressive that the German
paratrooper$ utilizing that "...enormous residual selbnfidence" where "...people

don't wonder if they can do things.i.'had thoroughly prepared for urban battle and for
the first twoto-three days therefore largedgntrolled the flow of eventsHowever, it is
equally impressive that the Canadians not only learned the urban operations-l&gssons
hard way for the first twao-three days but that they quickly put these lessons into
practice to defeat the Germanane intense week. Despite the good fighting abilities of
the "Green Deuvils," they no doubt met their match with the "Red Patch Devils" in

Ortona.

Geographic Factorg?®

It appears that the German paratroopers realized that in order to halt the Canadian
advance into their portion of tl&ustavLine and to force the Canadians to attack the
town frontally, Ortona had two geographic features to the Germans' advantage, giving
them what only very few defensive forces have had in history. First, the stedp sid
plateau that Ortona stood perched on reduced German worries about an attack on either

flank and allowed them to concentrate their forces to face the only viable southern

47 That includes the author of this thesis, who served as the Parachute Compamrseoomdand for a
brief period while serving with'8Battalion, The RoylaCanadian Regiment.
“For a visual breakdown of Ortona6s-218rban geography
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approach. Second, the inherent complexities of the urban geography itself gave the
Germans the advantages of an interconnected network cpreéticted 3imensional
mini-fortresses with suandsuper surface capabilities. Both geographic factors made
the Germans believe that Ortona was the place to stop the Canadian drive northwards
towards Pescara and the high mountain passes leading to Rome.

Ortona was reportedly founded by the Trojans after the fall of ®rttywas
typical of the many towns along the Adriatic coast which were built on high
promontories rather than orvalnerable beach, a method that became popular in the
Middle Ages® The maritime power of Venice dominated Mediterranean commerce
throughout the medieval period, hence it was important to have communities located
near the Adriatic but at the same tinteyas logical to build those communities on
higher ground! The higher ground afforded a degree of protection against attackers,
winter storms and spring flooding.

Ortona rests on a plateau approximately 500 metres wide from west to east and
1,500 metre$ong from north to soutP?. On the eastern edge of the town the ground
drops dramatically down steeplyaded and vegetatierovered cliffs down to a narrow
strip of | and between the cliff base and t
cliffs average 50 to 75 metres in heigimdrun northto south along the entire eastern

sideof town.

49 Cook, The Necessary Wap. 405.

50 porter, DND DHH CMHQ reportsp. 86, para 245.

51 Nicholson,Official History, p. 324.

52 To obtainthesemeasurements | referenc&dehlke ,€rtona, p. XX, Map 4 and used the scale included
with the map.
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Photo:This photo of Canadian soldier
shows Ortona in the distance, looking
at the south and east side where the
cliffs and the AdriaticSeaare located.
Note how the town rests on the obviol
high ground and gives its defenders tl
ability to observe a consideble
distance to the south and southedst.

To its immediate west, Ortonalsops off equally sharply inta deep ravine that
runsalong most of théown's western edge. Although not the same height as the eastern
cliffs this ravine isstill approximately 30 to 50 metres deep, and serves the same
purpose militarily of easy observation and defence from the town's heights while forcing
the attacker to fight upward$.Also, like the southeastern side of the town, the area
immediately soutwest and west of the ravine is largely flat, so defenders can observe
attackers approaching from a distance, giving the defenders the ability to rairaddect
artillery and mortafire on the attackers as they move towards Ortdtaen combined
with the other German units defending the ridges and villages on the inland side, these
factors protected Ortonads oMadchlketdedowss f r om
eastern sidduildingson the west side extend the ravine's edge, giving defenders
coveredand wellprotectedoositions toobserve andire onattackers down below.

These factors effectively worked against any attack on the town from the west also.

53 Christie,Hard-Won Victory p. 33
54How the measurements for the cliffs and the ravine were obtained are dismugsed, footnote55.
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These twasatellitephotoswith accompanying elevation profiles demonstrate the geograpdnydn
around modenday Ortona, little changed due to the surrounding ground.
Photo (left): Note at the northern portion of the town two red arrows and a thin blue line running between
them. The varying height of the ground between these two points along the line are refle¢teddhft
in the elevation profile on the left. The red X on the blue line is also transferred over to the elevation
profile. In ths photo and elevation proélthe red X rests on the location of tastle Castelld. The
Fosso Ciavoccis to the immediate west of tigastellq t he ravine to Ortonads we:
while the cliffs to Ortonads east are 53
Photo (right): The elevian profile rests near the southern end of Ortona. The red X right rests on the
Corso Vittorio Emmanuele The ravine t o -Oectomisnd? hatresvinedspth while t hi s
the cliffs to Ortona“%s east are 72 metr

Or t o n aé dliffsraradssoat the north end of the toviiecome critical when
considering options for the Canadian attacking force. When conducting an urban battle
the very first essential stage that the attacker must employ is the complete isolation of
theurban area itself with firepower and/or physical occupation of the grufd.
attacker can end an urban battle much sooner if they can cut the defenders off from
supply and reinforcements until the defender runs out of troops, ammunition, water,
rationsand the will to fight. However, if the attacker cannot isolate the urban area, the
resulting battle draws heavily on the attacking force instead, taking more time and effort,

more troops, and the risk of higher casualties and eroding ni6rale.

5 Both satellite shots arfeom the Department of National Defence (Canadapping and Charting
Establishmenthttps://geedw.defgeo.ottawdaull. mil.ca/maps/TAM/ One can also use Google Maps, zoom over
Ortona, and then use the "3D" tool to observe the cliffs to the immediate east and the ravine / flat ground to the
southwest / west of @na.

5% NATO Standard, ATB9, Urban Tacticspp. 45.

57 There are numerous examples that prove this theory. The battles of Stalingrad 194348 in 1968
(before the Americans isolated the city), Grozny in 1995 and Mosul in 2017 were lengthy battles that caused high
amounts of casualties for the attackers, used more resources and elongated the time of the battle due to the failure in
isolating theurban area. However, the battles of Aachen in 194ddjn 1968 (after the Americans isolated the city),
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The Caadians approached Ortona in December 1943ghargeographical
disadvantage before the fighting beglike many other of the German held hills and
villages they had fought through since Julhe challenge facing them at Ortona,
however, stood out amg them. Thecommanding plateawvith the AdriaticSeaand
sheercliffs to the east and@eep ravine tthewest,a flat southern approach, a powerful
and prepared German defending force linked firmly intaGhbstavLine, denied ¥
Canadian Infantry Division the ability to surround and isolate the ¥viFhese
geographic features allowed the German®rtonato focustheir defensive strength on
the onlypossibleCanadians approadiom the south
Thesegeographic featusan-andof themselvesnade the Ortona plateau
defenders hoi ce battl ef i e ldehsely packedvrewsmriedrot he t o wi
houses with deep basements andava streetsvhen combined with the plateau became
a logical place for a concerted stand. The stage was now set for a prolonged struggle
using vast amounts of deilingezonestThevGermdni r e p owe

useof the ground and the urban geographgund Ortongave them an advantage that

Mogadishu in 1991 and the Second Battle of Fallujah in 2004 are battles that demonstrated that isolating the enemy in
the urban area shortened théhfifpr the attackers, used fewer resources and caused fewer casualties. For sources that
discuss these particular battles please 4e8talingrad, Aachen, HiMogadishu and GroznyiMarco, Concrete
Hell; 2. Stalingrad: Antonfeevor,Stalingradi The Fateful Siege: 1942943 (ondon: Penguin Books, 1998); 3.
Grozny: Colonel (Retired) Lester Grau ah@ééutenantColonel (Retired)limothy L. Thomas.§ Soft Logd and
Concrete Canyons: Russian Urban Combagiktics in Grozrn/(Fort Leavenworth: Foreighlilitary Studies Office,
October 1999); Edwardengel, "Taming ChechnyaMilitary History, Volume 31, Number 4 (Leesburg: Weider
History Group, November 2014); Hu& Mark BowdenHué 1968: A Turning Pat of the American War in
Vietnam(New York: Atlantic Monthly Press, 2017A. Mogadishu: Mark Bowdelackhawk Down: A Story of
Modern War(New York: Penguin Books, 1999). Fallujah: StaffSergeant David Bellavia, with John Bruning.
House to HouseAn Epic Memoir of WafNew York: Pocket Star, 2008J o s eph Mi randa, #AFall uj ah
Assault in Irag’ Modern Warlssue #23Bakersfield: Decision Games, Mdyine 2016)7. Mosul: Steven Eden,
AiBatt | e"MollernWarsaue #26Bakersfield: Decision Games, Juhugust 2018).

%8 As discusseth Chapter6, p. 148, footnote2 of this thesis, th€anadiansoundthe Germans stubbornly
difficult to dislodge in the areas immediately west of Ortona so as to preveataeliansolation north of the town.
StevensThe Royal Canadian Regimepp. 116118.
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very few defensive forces have had in histo¥et the geographical power of the Ortona
position seldom rates more than passing mention in history.

The Ortonesi Ortonad s Ci vi | i ans

One of the added challenges in conducting urban operations isléingé aumber
of civilianswill invariably occupy that battlespac®rofessional militaries that are
conducting urban operations then must have a plan for the safeguardiogthe safe
evacuation of civilians in order to avoid not only civilian deaths, but to also avoid the
public scrutiny and justified criticism of
men, women and childrewhi ch i n todayds age will be qu
that civilians have died due to military operatiodg.Ortona it turned out that even if
manyOrtonesiknew that a battle was coming to their town meaifberately chose to
remain in their homeinstead of leaveWhile it might be assumed that people would
naturally want to run from an area that is about to see violent combat, the reality is that
many had nowhere else to go, nor did they want to lose all of their property and
possessions. Urhaattles in history are replete with examples of civilian populations
remaining in their homes and hoping that the worst will pass them by; instead, civilians
dangerously placed themselves into the cros&fire.

Ortonabds ci vil i an un&O000people befare thewbatttee r e d a't
However, in the early weeks of December 1943 the Germans had conscripted many of

the young and middiaged males who could work and sent them away for slave labour.

59 As the 29 Canadian Infantry Brigade and the readegpeeses through this thesis the changing urban
geography of the town will be discussed in greater detail.

80 Theurban operations battles of Staling(d942) Aachen(1944) Seoul(1950) Hué (1968)and F'and 2¢
Grozny(1995/1999gmre some of the most obvious examples where civilians chose to stay in the city and hide from
the fighting rather than flee. DiMarco discusses the civilian population factor and the chateygarsng to these
abovementioned urban operatiomsseveal chapters irConcrete Hell
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Families discovered in hiding were forced to leawvettdwn by a German garrison that
feared that th@©rtonesiwould interfere with their defensive preparations and/or act as
spies. The Germans posted notices directing all civilians to leave within 12 hours;
where the civilians went was up to them. Thos®wdid not leave and were caught after
the 12hour time limit were forced to assist the Germans with defensive preparations.
Any males that refused to help would see their families held hostage for ransom. After
some families left some German soldiersseeti homes to steal valuables, especially if
the building was marked to be demolished. Once the Germans started demolishing
buildings in order to put rubble onto the streets and create obstacle©somesi
voluntarily fled® Unfortunately, the Germans sometimes unknowirigiyd
sometimes knowingly demolished buildings with entire families and their friends
men, women and childréninside the basements or cellars of the structures. Some died
immediately after being crust to death, while others took days to die and suffered a
slow, painful demisé

Fortunately for som@rtonesj the Germans did not destroy every building,
leaving some basements intact and unoccupied as hiding spaces for survivors. Others
carved out aves in the hills ofossoghat surrounded Ortona. Others daringly hid
themselves in the railway tunnel at the north end of the town, which while providing a

good level of safety, also put them in close proximity to German paratroopers who used

1R e ad e r 0 Ehe Canaglians at War 1939/45, Volume 2368; Di Tullio,1943: The Road to Ortona.
74; CavasinHai visto i Canadesip. 17.

62 Dj Tullio, 1943: The Road to Ortona. 78. Di Tullio actually names a number of specific families that met
their fate this way and realistically shows their deaths in his graphic novel. The Primavera, Colucci, Gallo, Marino
and Monaco families, 34 people in all, had hidden invifla Primaverawhen it was brought down by the Germans.
Only one man survived, and after freeing himself from the rubble he enlisted some help from other civilians.
Unfortunately, the consistent artillery fire landing around them made it impossible to regafeltze other men,
women and children who were entombed.
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the tunnéas a base aréd.Sometimes they were ignored by the Germans, sometimes
they were directed to leave the tunnel immediately, depending on which paratrooper
companies were occupying the tunnel at the time. Regardless of where they were
located, manyrtonesidecided to remain within the town in the hopes that the violent
storm that was about to descend upon them would pass them by without incident. Their
stories are intertwined, and in this case especially with the Canadians about to enter the
city, and et the people of Ortona seldom form part of Englésiguages histories of the
battle®

The Red Patch Devils: The 15t Canadian Infantry Division

Thesoldiersof 1% Canadian Infantry Divisioabout to meet the German
Fallschirmjagerand theOrtonesiwore a small red rectangta their shoulders to
identify their formation. They hadearned the nickname "The RBdtch [vils" during
the Battle forSicily in July-August 1943.A German prisoner of war capturtitere near
Agirat ol d hi s Canadian captors the above, st
we fire our mortars hard. But the Red Pat
understand it. Other troops we fought lay down and took shelter when the moethrs fi
right on top of them. The Red®Patches are

nickname stuck.CBC war correspondeiatthewHaltonwroteto his wife Jeambout

63 CavasinHai visto i Canadesi%. 18.

64 Although there were few resources that discussed the involvement@fttmesiin the battle, one of the
challenges during the research process was that most of these resources were not specific as to the day when certain
incidents involving thé®rtonesioccurred. To demonstrate the importance of including them in the histowy of th
battle, | have chosen to insert certain incidents when they were clearly identified by date in the resources. For the
remaining incidents that have no specific date, | have
piece.

85 Zuehlke, Operation Husky: The Canadian Invasion of Sicily, JuhALQust 7, 1943page 326. The fact
that the Red Patch Devils were now facing the Green Devils in Ortona gives historians a delicious ironic note to
capture readers' interests.
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howthe Green Bvilsand the Red Patch Devilguld live up to their nicknames in
Ortonaas theGermans an€anadians "...seem beyond exhaustion and fear. They've
becomebloodthirsty...There is something dark and apocalyptic there, something
fearful."®

Having fought the Germans throughout Sicily and southern Italy for several months
since 10 July 1943 MCanadi an I nfantry Division was
and thus had become t h ecorsistedrotthreg hfart mo s t
brigadesat its core and its various supporting arm¥ Canadian Infantry Brigadeas
ultimately assigned to capture Ortona and press northwdrel Ldyal Elmonton
Regi ment f r om afdihéSeafoth &ightanders qf Canamd from
Vancouvey B.C.in particularwere to take most of that burdefheb r i g thidde 6 s
battalion the Princess Patricia's Canadian Light Infaf@lCLI), served as the brigade
reserve and provide a critical guard to its left flafik

Before being ordered to cape Ortona the division had endured an exhausting

fight throughout miedDecember 1943 on the river lines south of the town at/ibr®
nver and The Gull y. The final <capture

struggle, which resulted in higtasualties for tand 3! Canadian Infantry Brigades in

e xnp

of

particular, and critici s mGénaeral Chtistogherdi vi si on

Vokes. When the division was ordered on to Ort@&Canadian Infantry Brigade was

given the task. After a few ga of reconstitution,LCanadian Infantry Brigade

66Halton, Dispatches from the Fronp. 201.

87 Porter,DND's DHH CMHQreports page 90, paragraph 258or the most part the PPCLI would conduct
standing patrols just southwest of the town in order
ready for future combat operations, thus they did not do any fighting within Ortona. Myabedficer and soldier
in The Royal Canadian Regiment notwithstanding, this means | will not discuss the Patricias in detail as this thesis is
focused on the daip-day urban fight within the town.
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followed by 3! Canadian Infantry Brigadeere directedo follow along ancadvance
northwards and just west of Ortgria break théustavL i ne and cut off th
northern end. The fateful climax @ttona was set into motion.

2"d Canadian Infantry Brigade Situation Report:
Sunday 19 December 1943

Late on 18 December and into the early morning hours of 19 December, The
Royal Canadian Regime(ffhe RCRwon control of ACidero cro
and York Regiment secured the north side of the steep ravine at its edge, bringing an end
two weeks bintense combatTheMoro river and the deep ravine cut by tharaceni
stream that became forever remembered as i
which the German Army sited iisitial main GustavLine of defence, at least until
control of TheGully was lost.

2" Canadian Infantry Brigade was less heavily involved in the most recent action

at nCi der dtstwopsmd sufter@dissmewhat fewer losses and had had more
days to recover from thdoroaction. The bri gadeds i nfantry bat
standing patrols within their respective areas of operation from the north side of the
Moro river south of Orton& 2®Canadi an I nfantry Brigadeos
Bertram Hoffmeisteheld an orders grouf® December at 0800 hours where he
announced that MajeBeneral Vokes had directed thilage lrigade would relievesi
Canadian InfantryBrigade that day and advance to Ortona. Hoffmeister planned to

create a triangtef-sorts, positioning the PrincesstPai ci aés Canadi an Li g

the high ground north of The Gully as the firm base for the attack. The Seaforth

68 Porter DND DHH CMHQ reports p. 84, para. 2384Q 2 CB WD, Dec 1943, LACLER WD 1943/09
1944/06, R&4-C-3, Volume 15114, 28 Dec 1943, LAGHC WD 1943/0131 December, R@4-C-3, Volume
15256, LAC.
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Highlanders of Canada were to take over from the Hastings and Prince Edward
Regi ment (the AHasty Ps o-fompayttontodtieance t o C
eastern flank hugging the Adriatiea D Company was assigned to win a spur of
ground jutting towards the sea that would allow them to support C Company attacking
towardsthe church oSanta Maria di ConstantinopoliTo the west, theoyal
Edmonton Regiment were ordered to pass through The Royal Canadian Regiment and
advance on a twoompany front along the main coastal Highway 16 up to the buildings
on Ortonads sout hwest e r® H-dourtwasksét fot 12800 obj ect
hous on 20 December. That afternoon and evening the Loyal Edmonton Regiment and
the Seaforth Highlanders of Canada passed through the forward lines and relieved the
exhausted RCR and Hasty ®s.

Ironically, while the 8 Re g i m &%BattalisnFalschirmjagerprepared their
defences in Ortona, initial Allied intelligence staff assessed that the Germans would not
conduct a defence in the town at all:

"Having lost control of the xoads (crossroads), the enemy is likely to fall back
under pressure in the Northern sector, abandoning Ortona, and making his next
stand on the line of thArielli (river)...This is difficult country, well suited to
delaying actics and should provide a firm hinge for an eventual withdrawal in the
Northern sector™

In retrospect this error may be overlooked. It was not unusual for Allied intelligence
staff to estimate that the Germans might withdraw to the next major atéer. Since
October, German standard operating procedure was to stand on high ground screened by

a river valley which favoured a defence. After defending that ground long enough to

69 Roy, The Seaforth Highlanderp. 257.

OHQ 2 CIBWD, Dec 1943, LAC; 8C WD 1943/0%31 December, R&@4-C-3, Volume 15256, LAC.

71 15t Canadian Army Tank BrigadeeadquartersVar Diary, December 1943, appendix 47, 5 Corps
intelligence summary 257, 19 December 1943, as quoted in FaBrDHH CMHQ reports 1940948 p. 84,para.
239.
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inflict losses upon the Allies and when German casualties mouragdygbically

withdrew back to the next suitable river to repeat the process. Given this established
procedure it was natural for Allied military intelligence to conclude that the Germans
would do the same around the Ortona area, and thariglé river was morghan

likely the far eastern portion of ti@ustaviLine.”” However, in retrospect, given the

fact that German paratroopers were largely dismounted with fewer enablers attached to
their units, combined with the strategic and operational objectives of halting the Allies
along theGustavLine, it is understandable whtheFallschirmjagerchose an urban

area, in this case Ortona, as the place to make the harder stand because it was the actual
eastern anchor of tH@ustavLine.

Within Ortona the Green Devils were fresh, motivated and had established strong
defences onapd high ground that had the added benefit of being in a complex urban
environment in which to fight. They were determined to play their small but important
role as part of the overaBustavLine defence in order to stop the Canadians. Within
the town he Ortonesithat had remained behind stayed hidden as best they could, hoping
that they would survive the violent storm that was about to descend upon the town. The
Red Patch Devils were tired due to the recent operatieasdiaround théMoro river,
butthey were an experienced unit that had been somewhat reconstituted and were now

sending 2 Canadian Infantry Brigade in an advance north. The stage was set.

72 Nicholson,Official History, pp. 321322.
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Chapter 31 20-22 December 1943

Day 11 Monday 20 December 1943: The Approach

Weather: Cloudy and cold in the morning, some sunshine in the afternoon, overcast
towards last light.

Approximate Fighting Strength as of 0600 hours 20 December 1943
Unit Strength KIA WIA MIA
(Officers / (Officers / (Officers / (Officers /
ORs) ORs) ORs) ORS)
HQ 2 CIB 15/48 - - -
PPCLI 32 /598 - 0/4 -
LER 39/630 - - -
SHC 29 /609 - - -
RCA 90" AT 71130 - - -
Bty

Bertram Hoffmeister was known as an intelligent, perceptive, aggressive but

caring leader regardless of rank and position throughout the Second World War due to

Photos: Bertram Hoffmeister as the Commanding Officer of the Seaforth HighlandensaafaQ]eft)
and when he was the commander of th€&nadian Armoured Division (right).
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x Other Ranks Wounded in Action on 19 December 1943. Also, while othemngsiof the brigade included their
casualty numbers in the war deg | have chosen to focus strictly on the units that were specifically fighting in

Ortona. As the Three Rivers Regiment belonged to the division and had its squadrons supporting all three brigades,
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Canadian Infantry Brigade and! €anadian Infantry Brigade.
2De | a nhen Leadership Really Mattered: Bert Hoffmeister and Morale During the Battle of Ortona,
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Genera) p. 107 (right photo and narrative).
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his demonstrably effective personality and leadership trait€ahadian Infantry
Di vi si onds ¢ eGame@lrChrie Yokes, Mad jcoonmandétCanadian

Infantry Brigade throughout Sicilgndhad seeifo f f mei st er @ssa per f or ma

companycommander with the Seaforthighlanders of Canada AThere I s no ¢
as a born soldier, o0 Vokes was takesltad, @A but h
sol diering | i ktevasavokdsuvbhckhad aoangea for étatfistérto take

over as the commanding officer of the Seaforths and whip it back into shtqee as
battalionhad performed poorly throughout Sicily. Haiéisteralways led lg positive
exampleandmade good operational and tactical decisions which achieved the mission
while limiting casualties Hegot to know his subordinates personally, ensured effective
communication throughout his organizatiandwas humorous when needeHegot
close to or even into the front lines of combat in ordeanwouragédnis subordinates
and/or to fully understand the situatjail thewhile being calrmunderfire. Thisnot
only turned the Seaforths around but were characteristics that wereatevery
position and every level of command throughout his time in the miftta®ytona would
put those characteristics to the extreme test.

When 29 Canadian Infantry Brigade was originally given the task of taking the

town, itwas believed thaht Germans would conduct thvaithdrawal to theéArielli

3 GranatsteinThe Generalspp. 195196 (quote and accompanying text). Granatstein notes that there was
an apocryphal story that because Hoffmeister very often visited the frontlines frequently and was just as repeatedly
shot at with both enemy direct and artillery fire that
simply for following Hofimeister around.

41bid., pp. 195196.
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river to establish a stronger defensive position there due to it being believed that it was
part of theGustavLine.®> Hoffmeister recalled:

"At the time | was given my orders for Ortona, it was represented to me as being a

vital spot that would play a moshportant role in Eighth Army communications and

supply, in that there was a rail center and a port where ships could operate, and that

it was the most important in the administrative scheme of things. | never questioned

it at any time. Iwasgivenmyoder s and wé got on with it.o

Hoffmeister had stated at his orders group 19 December thiatur for the
forthcoming advance was to be 1200 hours on 20 December, but he decided to hold
another orders group just a few hours beforettirang, at 0930 lours on 20 December
at the Seaforthodéds battalion headquarters.
was a fight within Ortona itself, as the Germans had throughout the Italian campaign
traditionally established temporary defensive positionstaydAllied forces while they
constructed stronger defensive lines further north, and Ortona could have been one of
those delaying positions if the Germans were indeed establishing something stronger at
the Arielli river.” If the Germans were indeed doithgs, Hoffmeister only needed to
commit one of his battalions to the fight
fl anks. The Loyal Eddi es were to be the b
roadi Highway 16. This road was the principlgltmway and the only twavay paved
highway capable of allveather military traffic in the Canadian area of operations that
not only passed through Ortona but al so se

i mportantly, it wa sgqistical getviceralony thenAdbasic sidegof nc i p |

5Porter, DND DHH CMHQ reports 1941948, p. 84, para. 23%s discussed irfChapter 2pp. 5152,
footnotes 71 and 72
6DelaneyThe Sol di erl80 In&distussgion With Dr. Windsor, he notedttimMuseum of the
Battle of Ortona now located in the town has a hypatistic 3dimensional model of the city which includes the
port. Its small size combined with the Germans6 destru
the battle.
7 Roy, The Seaforth Highlandeyp. 258. Again, tis is also discussed in greatiepth in Chapter 2,p 5%
52, footnotes 71 and 72
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the I talian peninsula. The Seaforths were
Princess Patriciabs Canadian Light Il nfantr
base south of Ortona, guarding tbé flank® Given that Allied intelligence had

assessed that the Germans would more than likely withdraw Avigik river

Hoffmeisteronly committed the Loyal Eddies to the fight initially because he rightly felt

that only one infantry battalion from his brigade would be nestedld German forces

be presentand directed the Seaforths to only cover the right flank along the Adriatic.

On 20 December at 1200 hou#teEanadiarhFeld Roy a l
Regiment opened a creeping barrage behind which advanced two troops of tanks from
the Three Ri@eSgudReégomentdes Loyal Eddi es o
Seaforths Gind D Companies and'&ield Company engineers along to help clear
obstacle$. Hoffmeister had movetis tactical headquarters up close in order to
observejnfluence and control the batfle As the Loyal Eddies and Seaforths conducted
the abovections,Hoffmeisterlocated himself about 2,000 yards south, a position from
which he had @marvelous view of thefighting. He could see the Edmontons and the

Seaforths converging on the town; at one pointybeld intervene to prevent the units

from firing on each other as they simultaneously reached southern appr&aches.

8 SHC WD 1943/0131 December, R@4-C-3, Volume 15256, LACDelaneyThe Sol di ,gr1816 Gener a
9Porter,DND DHH CMHQ reportsp. 84, para. 241,ER WD 1943/091944/06, RG24-C-3, Volume 15114,
28 Dec1943,LAC; SHC WD 1943/0131 Dec, R&4-C-3, Volume 15256, LAC.

10 For clarity, a tactical headquarters consists of a commander and a very small selection of his/her staff
accompanying that commander close to the f ffigldmolei nes of
quickly due to the lesser amount of personnel and transport needs, thus allowing a commander to get a sense of the
battle and how his/ her troops are doing. Hof f mei st er 6s
and senioNCOs, would remain much further to the rear so as to be removed from close danger so they can
coordinate the finer details of service and support to the frontline units. The key to both headquarters being successful
is good communication between the two,that the commander and his/her HQ can consistently be informed as to
what is occurring in order to have a favourable amount of good deaigikimg occur. It also means that if
communication does break down between the two due to extenuating ciraxeasthat the headquarters staff have
enough knowl edge of their commanderdéds intent and mindse

UDelaneyThe Sol di erl8ld Gener al
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Photo: A wellknown photo from the
fighting around Ortona, soldiers from B
Company, the Seaforth Highlanders of
Canada, approach the town which can |
seen far off irthe distance in the middle
right of the picture?

Al'l of the brigadeb6s units encountered del
machine gun, mortar and artillery fire as they moved forward. The mud slowed the C
Squadron tanks down, coneing one troop commander, Lieutenant T.E. Melvin, to
request use of the main road. However, as
Sherman tank and its crew met a very large explosivaankitrap buried in the road

itself. Twohundred pounds GFNT blew the tank 20 feet into the air and flipped it over

onto its hull, killing Melvin and the other four of his crew. When the remaining three

tanks in in his troop drove to avoid the smoking crater to the right, they discovered that

the original demadtion was intended to force the Canadian tanks into a prepared

minefield where the tracks of the remaining tanks were destfdy&te Loyal Eddies

and the remaining C Squadron tanks pressed against Germans popping up from a series

of zigzaggingrenches, firing short bursts and then withdrawing towards Ortona. The

Eddi es reached objective ACrocusofrant 1426

12 Canada at Wawww.canadaatwar.c@vebsite) Brief video footage of these soldiers advancing on Ortona
can be viewed in Edoardo di Pierro6s documentary fAThe B
website.

13TRR WD, 1943/0131 December, LAC
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the 29 Battalion,3 Regiment of thgparachutedivision as prisoners of war during the
process?

The Seaforths encountered a little more resistance to the east where D Company
drew enemy fire which allowed C Company to descend down a slope and pass their
troops through an anrtank minefield littered with dead Germans who had been caught
in the ealier artillery barrage. Upon realizing that C Company was now approaching
their positions, the Germans opened fire from four machinegun posts on the crest of a
cliff, lobbing grenades down into the low ground. The C Company troops went up and
over the pecipice and destroyed all four posts. The Germans promptly counterattacked
to regain the crest but were repelledfterwards C Company pressed on towards the
church, but by the end of the day they were 300 metres short, facing hot fire emanating
from thechurch and enemy mortar bombs and sHeiis.

As nightfall approached, Hoffmeister had the brigade consolidate its positions at
the southern fringe of Ortona and reinforced it with a troop of eigituhder anttank
guns from the Royal Canadian Artillérys ™ AnB-Tank Battery, a platoon of
Saskatoon Light I nfantry medium machinegun
Sherman tank¥,

Back near the main road, the Loyal Eddies D Company commander, Major Jim
Stone, accompanied by engineer officer Peter Harris, did an evening recce of the

southern outskirts of the town by cautiously moving up the main road and entering

¥ There is a discrepancy betweenthe ¢ h o bfficial higtay and the LER war diary, kich the former
staed asl4 PWs taken whereas the latterexdt7. Nicholson,Official History, p. 323; LERWD 1943/091944/06,
RG-24-C-3, Volume 15114, 28 Det943,LAC.

15 porter, DND DHH CMHQ reportsp. 84, para. 241; Roy,he Seaforth Highlanderpp. 258259;
Nicholson,Official History, p. 323;SHC WD 1943/0131 Dec, RG24-C-3, Volume 15256, LAC

16 | ER WD 1943/091944/06, RG24-C-3, Volume 15114, 28 Del943,LAC; Nicholson,Official History, p.
323.
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Ortona via theCorsoBianchi,in knowing that his unit had to carry on into the town the

next morning. Stone and Harris could not locate any German positions and retired back

to the Loyal Eddies® position without inci
If Allied intelligence had originally assessdtht the Germans would likely

withdraw to theArielli river, the fighting that had occurred on this day must have

surprised mostofCanadi an I nfantry Brigadeds troop

probably viewed as somewhat startling as they were he&aereixpected, thus the

reason why Hoffmeister had moved up the-temk guns, the medium machineguns and

more tanks to support at the end of the day to ensure the Germans could not knock his

soldiers back to the sout hofwhatWwas®coinay 6 s f i @

when the Canadians entered the southern portion of the town the following day.

17 Zuehlke Ortona, pp. 251252.

59



Map 4 Loyal Edmonton Regiment (LER) | | Seaforth Highlanders of Canada (SHC)

ORTONA

Dec 20,1943 - Dec 28, 1943 Three Rivers Regiment (TRR)

A= Rubble Pils
20 December 1943
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LER: Evening 20 Dec 43 SHC: Evening, C Coy, 20 Dec 43

Map (above): The progression of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment (in red) and the Seaforth Highlanders of Canada (in
beige) with their supporting engineensd artillery anttank personnedn 20 December 1943. A&Zanadian
Infantry Brigade progresses northwards through the town the Three Rivers Regiment (in blue) will also be
highlighted.

Al | of the fAprogressi on mafiVeps, pt XXrinciZuehlke@rionaand havesbeen hesi s arr
modified by the thesis author using Microsoft PowerPoint.
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Day 21 Tuesday 21 December 1943: The Bredk into New Town

Weather: Cloudy, cold, fair visibilit?

Approximate Fightindstrength as of 0600 hours 21 December 1943
Unit Strength KIA WIA MIA
(Officers / (Officers / (Officers / (Officers /
ORSs) ORS) ORs) ORS)
HQ 2 CIB 15/48 - - -
PPCLI 32 /592 - 0/4 -
LER 39/623 0/1 - -
SHC 29 / 596 - 1/11 0/1
RCA 90" AT 71130 - - -
Bty
TRR Unknown 1/5 0/3 -

Although the fighting was ferocious the day before, Hoffmeister remained with his

original plan of having the Loyal Eddi es a

southern outskirts whiletfee af or t hs and Patricias protect

flanks respectively. Given the previous d
brigade resources available to the Eddies and Seaforths should they need them when
breaking i nbhenlimts.t onads sout

Ortona'smore modern southern half ‘8dew Town"fanned out east and west over
the southern part dhe platead® The buildings wereip tofour stories high and close
together with homes, warehouses, and some small apartment buildinggedrantarge
rectangulablocks?® Two main streetin New Townaccommodated vehicle traffic
Highway 16enteredrom the south andecame th@orthsouth runningCorso M.

Bianchiending at thd?iazza Vittoria®® Via Costantinopolenteredrom the southeast

18 HQ 2 CIB WD, Dec 1943, LAC

19Reader's DigesThe Canadians at War 1939/45, Volume 2368

20 Zuehlke,Ortona, p. 37; GoodersonAssimilating Urban Battle Experiened@he Canadians at Ortona,” p.
65.

21 After the Piazza VittoriaHighway 16 became th@orso Vittorio Emmanuele&ontinued northwards to the
Via Tripoli and out of the town to resume its original name.
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and also ended at thigazza The Germas intended only tdefend New Town
sparinglyto draw the Canadians into Old Town where more elaborate defences were
established?

As the Loyal Eddi es st epp esaithanetige,at 0700
large explosion shattered the early morning from deep inside the Old Town on the
northern end of the Ortona platealhe Germans had just destroyed @adtedrale San
Tomassdo add to their defensiveibbleplan. The cathedralas the mst reveredn
the town It purportedly housed the tomb of the Christian apostle Saint Thomas, and its
frescoed dome and adjacent watchtower rose high into thev skglise. The
destruction occurred a2l December 1943he Feast Day of Saint Thomas, an annual
event that Ortona's civilians had celebrated for centuries to commemorate the apostle's
entombment in the cathedral. After the explosives had done their work, the watchtower
had disappeareahdthe cathedral's spprting walls and domappeared as thouglt in
half by a giant cleaver. Its frescoes wereddaitroyed, the southern portion reduced to
masonry fragments lying in a giant pile below the undamaged half of the cupola, and
other works of art inside theudding were destroyed due to the weight of the
rubbleZ The building now spilled out into tHiazza San Tomasstts destruction
foretold the coming days.

Nonetheless, the Edmontons pressed on northwards once again cocaripany
front along Highvay 16 as the axis of advance leading into town, D Company on the left

supported by the Three Rivers6é 1 Troop and

22 porter,DND DHH CMHQ reportsp. 86, para. 246SeeChapter 2, pp32-33, footnote 15.1t is
recommended that the reader please see Appendix I, Maps 4,5 and 6 for the geographic features discussed above.
23 Zuehlke,Ortona, pp. 246247. If the reader wishes to view the destroyed cathedral, a photo and painting of
it are located in Chapter 5, p. 138, footnotes 36 to 38.
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t he e n d"iFialeGmmdy supporting both infantry units. B Company and 5

Troop had better kk that morning, moving quickly through the vineyards, groves and

gardens to the southern outskirts of the to®@nCompany had no such luck however

and came under fire from a position fronting a lgzgasionewhere they took a number

of casualties aftewo attempts to cross the largely open field from south to gbith.

Major Jim Sone recalled that he had started the day with approximately 95 troops under

his command, but after these two attacks he was down to about 30 s8lditose
recommended to the Loyal E d €olensl dm c o mmandi n
Jefferson that D Company withdraw and foll
denied the request. Given what had occurred the day before when the Three Rivers

tanks were blocked bywud and minefields, Jefferson chose to keep the tanks on the road

in order to support the attack, thus both sides of the road needed to be cleared by his
riflemen?® Stone was not happy about this direction:

iThe morning of 21 December we moved forwar
Corso Vittorio Emanuele my company 6éD6 on the west.
opposition in attempting to cross the open ground ahead of us. At about 1000 hrs
(hours) my commandingfof i cer ( CO) came on the O6BIl ower 6
mu st push on; other O6babydéd (company) on ob
from some ninety men to about thirty, had pushed hard but unsuccessfully since first

light. | felt that the CO was insintilag that we had not been aggressive and | was as
furious as Hot shenry IVWwhen c@foatkdeafiepthedatte dysa

certain Lord. The CO was a mile back in a safe dugout and | had been shot at from

close range for over two hours. lyelle back over the O&édphone, 6
success. 0 I sl ammed down the receiver. I
of my remaining men, fired threei@ch mortar smoke bombs (all we had) and

charged across’ the open ground. 0o

24| ER WD, Dec1943/091944/06, RG24-C-3, Volume 151141 AC; TRR WD, Dec 1943, IAC; Zuehlke,
Ortona, p. 252.

25 BDFL, minutes 8:03 to 8:27.

26 Zuehlke,Ortona, pp. 252253.

27 Gaffen,Ortona: Christmas 1943. 37. Also, Stone is incorrect in that both companies were on either side
of theCorso M. Bianchinot theCorso Vittorio Emmanuejend it was B company, and not A company, on the east
side of thecorsa
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Stone had a quickonference with his surviving platoon commander Lieutenant
James Dougan and his company serge@jor to discuss options. He decided to divide
what was left of D Company into three even groups, each being led by the three men.
Instead of chargingacrosshe open field again as per Sto
requested to take his men down a small ditch that was off to the west in order to
infiltrate up to thepensionebeing assisted by the company mortarman who would drop
smoke bombs amongst the Germans. If his assault group reacipethsi@neDougan
would call up the rest of the company, surprise the Germans and destroy them. Stone
approved the idea. Fortunateverything went according to plan, the Canadians being
able to conduct an urban operations infiltration down the trench and irnperis@né s
top floors, poking their weapons out of the windows and firing into the German
positions from ugandbehind?® Once this was completed, Stone took his troops and
begin clearing the buildings to the immediate east so that they could link up with B
Company.Both 1 and 5 tank Troops moved up to the edge of Ortona to provide further
direct fire support into the towitself, although advancing into the town was challenging
due to the rubble piles and atdnk minefields in the streets. 5 Troop only travelled 200
yards?®
The initiative from t Hé@ntiRankBattery@asnadi an
appreciated ahis point. Newspapers and historians write about the "Western Canada

troops who fought at Ortona buGAsMajor Tig

28 In modern urban operations doctrine theeefaur types of tactics that a military unit can employ while on
the offence. The infiltration tactalows a military force to sneak into an urban area without being detected by an
enemy force. This can be most effectively done by using buildinggnallys, sewers and/or subway3ND
(Canada)A Tactical Guide to Urban Operationgp. 41 to 45; NATO Standard, ATP9, Urban Tacticspp. 45 to
4-13.
2 Zuehlke,Ortona, pp. 253254; BDFL, minutes 8:27 to 9:09. Dougan would survive the war amd ettthe
rank of Major. He is interviewed extensivelyint8BBFLd o c ument ary and Edoar do di Pierr
Ortonad documentary, both of which can be found on the
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Anti-Tank Regimentcame fromNew Brunswick. The Seaforths were supported by
Li eutenant <RK"Broopdf @poundessand the Loyal Eddies supported
by a Ca p t'la Troop d&d is6peudders.Thankfully theFallschirmjager
never had tanks in support, however the Canadians soon found a way to umatitheir
tankguns for other purposes. Major Welsh, who had won the Distinguished Service
Order in Sicily for his superb work witihese weapon$iad no qualms about using iine
for other things besides tanks. "There were no enemy tanks to shoot up in Ortona, but
why remain idle when you can save lives?" he later repomégjor Welsh had L
T r 0 o fpausder@nttank guns brought up to the edge of the town where they could
effedively, roundafterround, blow the rubble piles down low enough for tanks to
observe and fire ovéf.

Jefferson directed the Loyal Eddi esd sci
Johnson to find the location of D Company. After linking up with Stdaknson
escorted some 15 German prisoners of war back to battalion headquarters, and radioed
Jefferson that thpensione now dubbed fiJohnsonds houseo
by the company! At that point D Company could go no further, and B Compaay

directed to continue the advance up @wgso Bianchi

30Wwindsor, Sarty, Milner Loyal Gunnersp. 309 Dancocks;The BDay Dodgersp. 178.
31 Zuehlke,Ortona, pp. 254255; TRR WD, Decl1943, LAC.
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Phota On the outskirts of
Ortona sldiers from the Loyal
Edmonton Regimergngage
German troops crouching in a
slit trench approximately 100

yards distant?

‘Canada at
www.canadai

That day the Loyal Eddies met their first Ortona resident or refuge@nan
whowouldbelateni cknamed Athe Front Line Ladyo pr
Jewishman to the Loyal Eddies. The unitds ch

AiCl ai ming Dutch citizenship, she came under

fluently and was obviously both clever and attractive, a dangerous combination. She

was placedn the Regimental Aid Post under the joint charge of the Padre and the

doctor. She offered to help with the wounded and allotted the civilian cases. She

had been arrested by the Gestapo in Yugoslavia and after much hardship managed to

reach Italy wherepnce she had established her bonafides, she virtually became a

member of t%he Regi ment. 0

Whil e the Loyal Eddies struggled througl
Seaforthsd C Company continued its advance
objective it had been given the day before, the chur&anfa Maria diConstantinopoli
at theedge ofthe cliffs leading down to the Adriatigea It was lelieved tohave been
founded by Saint Mary Magdalene hersaifl the current structure beguarthe fourth

or fifth century AQ making the church grounds among the most consecrated in ltaly

%2 Canada At Warwww.canadaatwar.ca (website) (photo); Zuehlxepna group of photos after p. 124
(narrative).Br i ef video footage of these soldiers engaged
fiBattle of Ortonao at mi nut es 6:PRahéGtaaedt20®,s mMmiBaut ¢ £
documentary at minutes 1:00to 1.0t h of these documentaries can be f

33 StevensA City at Way pp. 277278.

in c
®f2
ound
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was narrowy built with a simple stone exterior, a relatively plain interior, and overlain

with medievalconstruction®* Throughout he mor ni ng as the compal
advanced towards the church they became involved in a series of back and forth attacks,
small but sharp German counterattacks, snipers, and artillery and mortar fire, inflicting
casualties for both Canadians and Gersnalike. C Co mp a rmgménandetCaptain
Harleyorganized the defence against thégeman counterattacks and, according to the
citation on his Military Cross, cheered his soldiers on while visiting the platoon

positions, inspiring his men to fight with a spirit that could not be beat€hCompany

took the morning and a majority ofdlafternoon to advance the 300 metres up to and
eventual clearing of the church, but at the cost of seven killed in action. The amount of
violence required to root out the German defenders inside the church provided yet

another indication of what was camgi

34 Zuehlke,Ortona, p. 39. Readers can view the exact location of the church in Appendix I, p. 212, Map 7.
%5 Roy, The Seaforth Highlanderg. 261.
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Map 4 Loyal Edmonton Regiment (LER) Seaforth Highlanders of Canada (SHC)
ORTONA

N Gometery “\. 7 Dec 20,1943 - Dec 28, 1943 I Three Rivers Regiment (TRR) |

A= Rubble Pile
\:’N 21 December 1943 (Morning
'//' | =

Cadedrale Sen

Tomasso blown up by

the Germans, causes

large rubble pile in
/ thepiaze

: 2 SHC: € Coy bas stiff fight up to and
LER: Mouing sttacks, fhllowad by in Santa Maria di Costantinopoli

mltration to “Joknson's House" (pensions) , 21 Dec 43
D Coy left, B Coy right, 21 Dec 43 - .

Above map is Map 4, p. XX in Zuehlk®rtonaand has been modified by the thesis author using
Microsoft PowerPoint.

Hoffmeister realized by the late morning that the Germans were still quite
determined in their resistance and that he might hagertomit more brigade resources
tothe battleHe di rected the Seaforthsdé commandi n
bring the entire battalion closer to the fight, to attach a company to the Loyal Eddies to
support their advance up tl@®rso Bianchand for the remainder of the battalion to
move up to the church area. Accordingly, Thomson moved his headquarters up to the
church on the cliffside by 1600 houfs Once the area iand-around the church was
occupied by the remainder of the battalio@@mpany accompanied by one tank from C

Squadron conducted a short advance northwest of the church aldrig the

36 Roy, The Seaforth Highlanderpp. 259262; $1C WD, Dec1943/0131, RG-24-C-3, Volume 15256,
LAC.
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Constantinopolin order to clear the Germans from the area and protect the remaining
Seaforths gathering behind them. As the Canadians adlahegankCoburg Il fired
shell after shell at enemy targets which allowed C Company to press on and seize
positions just southeast of tRéazza Vittoria®

Over to the left, Lieutenar@olonel Jefferson had recognized the invaluable
assistance ohe tanks and engineers from the day before, and now with a company of
Seaforths in support, he decided to contin
Town onCorso Bianchi Jefferson ordered his infantry to clear the buildings on both
sides of thecorsoto protect the tanks and ensure they could stay close in sdppoine
Seaforthsd D Company was directed to advan
beside th&Corso Biancht o pr ot ect the Loyal Eddiesodo | ef
the afternoon slowly clearing the buildings on both sides ofdhngofor 350 metres as
far as thePiazza Vittoriathe number of Germadefended buildings to be cleared from
the bottoraup takingtime® The Loyal Eddies6 D Company to
Company took the east side of tmsa C S q u a dTrooprdieved Jroopso the
former could withdraw and replenish their ammunitiomgiBees alsofollowed the
advance up the street, clearing mines and booby. tiafesntry cleared houses with
small arms fire and grenades by entering through the bottomdtmes and/or windows
I casualties occoeddue to booby traps and German positions close to these obvious

entrance$ and both the infantry antdnksprovided direct fireon German machine gun

87 Zuehlke,Ortona, pp.255-256.

38 StevensA City at War p. 272.

39 In modern urban operations doctrine the Loyal Eddies conducted what is termed an urban operation
it hr us toccdrs whénia mititary force travels from one point to a second point / objective but clears the
buildings on both sides of the street whiléndpso. Although this means a slower advance as it takes time to clear
buildings of enemy personnel, it allows for a greater degree of safety as friendly forces know they will not be fired
upon from the sides or reaDND (Canada)A Tactical Guide to Usan Operationspp. 41 to 45; and NATO
Standard, ATP9, Urban Tacticspp. 45 to 413.
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and sniper positions, usually located in second or thiréysteindows, alloving
engineers to clear the aftéink mines on thetreets so that the tanks coaltyance. It

was slow work but it meant steady progrdsspite the casualtyu mb er s . 1 Troo

commander Lieutenant F. Simard ret’anced just 100 yardbat of thepiazza

Photo (top left): Loyal Eddies from B Company advan
into Ortona through a sidestreet,
21 December 1943.

Photos (top centre and top right): Soldiers from the

Loyal Eddies escort three German prisoners of war b

through the same sidestreet, 23 December 1943. N
the destruction that has now occurred.

Photo (bottom left): The same three German prisone
pass by the crew @oburg a tank from the Three River:
Rediment!

when his tank lost a track due to an datik mine, and despite working under fire the
crew were able to have it towed to safety by another tank.

Hoffmeister had tried his best throughout the day to keep a close eye on the
fighting in front of him, bufaced challenges followinthe closepackedebb and flow of
battle:

Shortly after the battalions poured into the town and out of sight, Hoffmeister moved
his tactical headquarters to the outskirts of Ortona. Because the buildings and the
rubble of the town limited fields of observation to a hundred yards or less, ne sing|

40 Zuehlke,Ortona, group of photos after p. 124 (top left and top centre photos); Zu&dkee of Ortona
(Kanata, Canvet Publications Ltd., 2019), p. 94 (bottom left phétbjicombeand Gilmour,The Pictorial History of
Canada's Army Overseas 193945 p. 105 (top ght photo). Brief video footage of the soldieirs the top left photo
advancingnOr t ona can be viewed in Edoardo di Pi 8850to 6s docume
3857onthefi Y o u t weltsiteed
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position could give Hoffmeister the view he needed to get an adequate feel for the

battle. That madé& necessary to keep moving about. One member of the tactical
headquarters described Hoff meisterds routi |
breezednto town, right up to the forward troops and very nearly got hit. He did this

every morning during the ORTONA fighting. 0
but it suited “he tactical situation. o

Hoffmeisterrealizedthat he could not really inflieethe battlethe samevay he
could control operations in open countn urban fight likeOrtona prevented the use
of mass firepower, flanking manoeuviteswiftly isolate and cut ofénemy positions,
or centralizedcontrol. Therefore, that dalloffmeisterestablishec new standard
operating procedure that continued every day of the Ortona fitgwisiedthe townat
least once or twice daily to understand what was occymifagyved officers and troops
to see him in the thick of the fightd appreciawhat they were going througtalked
with themto see how they were doirgdwhat they needed and to cheer them on
rather than micrananage his battalion and company commantfeisgave
Hoffmeisterat least a little control, a littlatsational awareness and boosted morale. As
one subordinate recalled fiHe knew instinct
confidence in the troops. And he wanted t
another stated @AYouuljd sit®® Treddgethus vay oft her e .
doing businessod became apparent mndis,eugh: on
was almost killed at least three times iis theek of fighting.
By the end of the day the Loyal Eddies reachedPibeza Vittora and captured

two German artiank guns, an 81mm mortar and three prisoners. The tanks then

withdrew for the night to guaragainstGerman anttank infiltration parties and to

“DelaneyThe Sol di gr1616 Gener al

“2DelaneyThe Sol di grieXDeGemeryal fiWhen L erad BitregichWapiorReal | 'y Ma
p. 145.

“Del aney, fAWhen LeadmtregichWagiorfel#s.1 y Mat ter ed
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replenish ammunition andfuelL he Loy al Eddi es companies an
Company remained to set a hasty defense and prepare for a German counterattack that
never materialized, and conducted patrols around the south sideptdzba This also
allowed for the replenishment ammunition, rations and water, to give the physically
exhausted troops a time to rest and to receive orders on what was to occur the next day.
At the Loyal Eddi es headquarters 2130 hour
dictated t senidrleaerdhiffi gade ds

Throughout the night leaders checked on their troops as both Canadian and
German artillery and mortar fire rained down on the town. When a rare silence
occurred, the Canadians overheard Germans talking softly to each other, datmgnst

an uncomfortable closeness between the two &ides.

4 LER WD, Dec 1943/09.944/06, R&4-C-3, Volume 15114, LACZuehlke,Ortong p. 257.
4 StevensA City at War p. 272; IER WD, Dec1943/091944/06, RG24-C-3, Volume 15114/ AC;
Zuehlke,Ortona, pp. 257258
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Above map is Map 4, p. XX in Zuehlk®rtonaand has been modified by the thesis author using
Microsoft PowerPoint.
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